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A View From The Valley
please read to the end!

Visit our Website

MIV Office closed through June 1st
United has extended the campus closure through June 1st. The offices will remain closed

& employees will continue to work from home. Rev. Dr. Jocelyn Roper, Rev. Wendy
Lybarger, Terri McClain and Jason Moore continue to be reachable by phone or email.

Continued prayers for health, safety and blessings during these challenging times,
The Miami Valley District Staff

MIV Spring Celebration

Zoom link

We may be too many to gather in the
same room this spring, but we can't wait

to "see" you at our MIV Spring
Celebration on Sunday, May 31st @ 4

pm via Zoom!
Worship and celebrate with your MIV

community as we recognize our retirees,
our new Certified Lay Speakers, our

Provisional and Ordained Deacons, our
new Licensed Local Pastors and those

pastors that are leaving the MIV District.

Town Hall Zoom Meetings
Join Rev. Dr. Jocelyn Roper and the Miami Valley District staff for a virtual District Town

Hall Gathering! After opening remarks, Dr. Roper will invite questions and
conversation. There are two opportunities to join us:

Wednesday, June 10, at 1:30 pm or Wednesday June 10, at 6:30 pm
While we won’t be offering “Milk and Cookies” like at Lakeside, we hope you’ll join us for

this time of conversation.

6/10  @ 1:30pm  Zoom Link 6/10 @ 6:30pm  Zoom Link

http://miamivalleydistrict.com
https://zoom.us/j/93237295143
https://zoom.us/j/97321639197?pwd=L2g3NGNIZVlNdWNyUG9JUjlGTVBkdz09
https://zoom.us/j/94851904852?pwd=NElGM293ODR6T00yalJTb3ozd2xhUT09


Leaving Well, Starting Well Videos
"Leaving Well”, “Starting Well” and “Transition in the Midst of A Pandemic” will be 3
separate videos that will replace the former District Right Start training and will be made
available very soon. The videos will be recorded and placed on the Conference and District
websites so they may be watched at your convenience. There will be more information to
come in the coming days. 

Skilled, Adult Volunteers Needed for Dayton Rebuild
Many of the repair and rebuilding needs of Dayton’s tornado survivors were put on hold
when the pandemic hit. Now, skilled adult volunteers are needed for day-only work in
Dayton (no overnights – teams drive in and out each day). Volunteers must follow specific
protocols including no more than 10 people per work site (larger teams may be split
between sites), maintaining 6 feet between volunteers, wearing masks, not sharing and/or
disinfecting tools after use, self-assessing for fever or symptoms prior to arrival, and no
volunteers who are immune compromised or have been exposed to the virus. If your team
meets these criteria and you are interested in serving tornado survivors in Dayton, email
mgrace@wocumc.org for more information.

Correctional facilities across the country have been hard-hit by the COVID-19 pandemic,
and West Ohio is no exception. As returning neighbors are released from prisons and jails,
they bring with them a higher risk of spreading the virus within their community. They also
have fewer resources to protect themselves and others from the coronavirus, which is why
All In Community, along with the West Ohio Conference United Methodist Women and
West Ohio’s Disaster Response Ministries, are issuing the COVID-19 Reentry Kit
Challenge. Churches, families, individuals, and groups can participate by providing
hygiene kits and/or washable face masks for returning neighbors. Each of the eight West
Ohio districts is being called on to supply 500 hygiene kits and face masks, for a total of
4,000 COVID-19 Reentry Kits. Kits and masks will be collected through June 22, then
distributed as needed by the Ohio Department of Rehabilitation and Corrections. For more
information on how to participate, go to https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/covid-
19-reentry-kit-challenge. Send questions to Reba Collins, All In Community consultant, at
allincommunity@wocumc.org.

*NEW* Traction Track Online Resources
Traction Tracks training courses are available online. These
short videos provide insight for church leadership through this
pandemic and beyond. You can find the videos here.
Traction Tracks: How to Start a Fresh Expression ( 25
Minutes)
15 Minutes: Creating a Social Media Calendar
20 Minutes: Four Non-Negotiables to Keep Your Breakthrough Prayer Initiative Fresh
25 Minutes: First Quick Steps for Connections with Online Worship Visitors
15 Minutes: Strategies to Make Your Church the “Go To” Place During the Pandemic
Season
20 Minutes: Move Ministry with Families to the Next Level – Even During a Pandemic

mailto:mgrace@wocumc.org
https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/covid-19-reentry-kit-challenge
mailto:allincommunity@wocumc.org
https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/news/traction-tracks-0


Season
Find them here. 

5 Things Your Visitors Are Thinking
But Won't Ask

Without really meaning to be, many churches are blind to the visitor experience. From
unspoken rituals, to maze-like facilities, worship can be very intimidating for guests. Jason
Moore, consultant and frequent “secret worshiper”, will guide you through the top 5
questions on the minds of visitors, and how to more effectively invite them into an
experience worth returning to. Radically hospitality is within the reach of any and every
church. This workshop is perfect for pastors, worship leaders, ushers, greeters and
children’s ministry servants and more.

Join Jason Moore on MONDAY, June 22, 2020 from 9am - 3:30pm
Troy First UMC, Agape Room @ First Place, 16 W. Franklin Street, Troy, OH 45373

$20 for lunch and materials REGISTER HERE

2020 Lay Servant Ministry Courses
Mark your calendars now so that you can take your leadership skills
to the next level! Courses are $35 - $45 for lunch and materials.

There will also be an Environmental Stewardship course at Camp
Wesley. Date TBD.

August 28 & 29, 2020
(Friday 7-9pm, Saturday 8:30am - 3:30pm)

Hope UMC, 5980 Wilmington Pike, Dayton

Basic Course
Living our United Methodist Beliefs
(Heritage)
Devotional Life in the Wesleyan
Tradition

REGISTER HERE

October 3 & 10
(Both Saturdays, 9:30 am - 3pm)

Lewisburg UMC, 3147 US Rt 40 E,
Lewisburg

Leading Prayer
Dancing with Words
Teaching Adults

REGISTER HERE

Ministry Matters - noteworthy article

HOW RURAL CHURCHES CAN PLAN TO REOPEN - By Allen T. Stanton

Currently, the largest debate in our country is whether or not — and how — to reopen our
seemingly dormant communities. Colleges and schools are making plans for the fall,
balancing a desire to return to normal operations with a desire for safety. Government
leaders, meanwhile, are shaping policies for restaurants and businesses that encourage
both safety and a desire to limit economic fallout. 
Churches, too, are having to make plans to reopen. Already webinars and blogs are
sharing helpful questions that churches should consider. Regional and denominational
leaders are creating guidelines for churches in their areas. Likewise, the CDC has issued
detailed guidance that congregations would do well to heed.
As always, though, context matters. When planning their next steps, rural churches should
pay close attention to how rural communities have been impacted by COVID-19. 
The reality is that... READ MORE HERE

CLASSIFIEDS
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Contemporary Worship Coordinator - Hoffman UMC (West Milton)
PT Receptionist, Building closer - United Theological Seminary

FT Administrative Assistant/Receptionist - United Theological Seminary

Guidelines for Online Communion

Guidelines for Funerals

Return to Church Guidelines

Recent Appointments

WEST OHIO CONFERENCE
2020 SUMMER CAMPS SUSPENDED

The West Ohio Camping & Retreat Ministries has made the difficult decision to suspend all
summer camp programs due to the coronavirus. The health, safety and well-being of our
campers and staff are very important to us. The decision was made after many hours of
conversation, discernment, and prayer with conference leadership, camping and health
care officials.
 
Full refunds are available to those already registered and to churches that have paid fees.
There are several options for your consideration:

Call or email for a full refund
Transfer the funds toward summer 2021 and receive a free camp hoodie next
summer (This helps us to operate camps through this year).
Offer to donate all or a portion of your fees paid as a tax-deductible contribution to
West Ohio Camps. This much needed donation may help keep us afloat in this very
difficult time.

The mission of the West Ohio Camps is to provide a spiritual, relational, and recreational
environment where everyone can experience the love of Jesus. The season may be
suspended but plans are under way to keep our campers and staff engaged in other ways.
More information will be available soon at westohiocamps.org. Should you have questions,
please contact Ken Overholser at koverholser@wocumc.org or by phone at 614-844-
6200.
 
We ask for your prayer support for the future of the West Ohio Camping program and be
assured of our prayers for each of you, especially our campers, staff, and families.
 
Our Blessings to you!
Ken Overholser - Director of Camping & Retreat Ministries
Matt Overman - Camps Ministry Team Chair
Dee Stickley-Miner - Ex. Director of Connectional Ministries
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