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A View From The Valley
please read to the end!

Visit our Website

An Update from Bishop Palmer

Greetings in the name of Jesus, the resurrected Christ,

United Methodists are people of faith, people who are willing to adapt and change when
faced with difficult times. Resilience.

As I preached in an empty sanctuary on Easter Sunday, I thought of pastors across our
conference who provided incredible opportunities for people to celebrate Holy Week when
gathering in our church buildings was not possible. Resilience.

Over the past several weeks, we have all made changes for the safety of others as well as
ourselves. And now, out of an abundance of caution, I am writing to inform you that the
51st session of our annual conference has been postponed. This decision was made in
cooperation with the leadership at Lakeside, the Annual Conference Planning Team and
the cabinet. Resilience

Here is important information you need as we move forward:

Please reserve September 11 and 12 for the business of the annual conference.
Information regarding the agenda, location (Columbus area) and other important
details will be forthcoming.
Hotels/Cottage Rentals: Starting Monday, April 20, Lakeside staff will contact you
directly by phone to process hotel and Lakeside Chautauqua Realty cottage rental
cancellations and refunds.
If renting through Street Sotheby’s International Realty or from individual
homeowners, please contact them directly about cancellations and refunds. Street
Sotheby’s phone number is 419-798-1123.
Group Housing: Starting Monday, April 20, Lakeside staff will contact you directly by
phone to process group housing rental cancellations and refunds. Wo-Ho-Mis
check reimbursements will be a delayed process.

We apologize for any inconvenience these changes may cause. Thank you for your
understanding – and your resilience – during these ever-changing times.
Yours through the Risen Christ,

Bishop Gregory V. Palmer
 

http://miamivalleydistrict.com


MIV Office closed through May 4th
With the extended stay at home orders from the President & Governor, United has

extended the campus closure through May 3rd. The offices will remain closed &
employees will continue to work from home. The anticipated return to campus is May

4th. Obviously this is subject to change. Rev. Dr. Jocelyn Roper, Rev. Wendy Lybarger,
Terri McClain and Jason Moore continue to be reachable by phone or email.

Continued prayers for health, safety and blessings during these challenging times,
The Miami Valley District Staff

Guidelines for Online Communion Guidelines for Funerals

Missional Church Development Team - 2020 Boost Grants

Questions: Has the Holy Spirit been whispering in your heart. stirring a fresh dream
about how to cultivate new relationships with people outside your church that will open the
possibility of connecting them to Jesus Christ? Are you longing to experiment with a new
risk-taking faith venture that might require a small financial boost?
Purpose: West Ohio’s Missional Church Development Team (MCD) seeks to make new,
one-time immediate “Boost Grants” of up to $5,000 available for churches longing to see
new “Spirit-whispers” become realities — by investing remaining dollars reallocated from
the 2020 MCD revitalization grant budget to help fuel your dream.
Explore and complete/submit the short “Boost Grant” application form online before or by
April 27, 2020.
The MCD Team will complete Boost Grant award decisions no later than May 11, with
release of Boost Grant funds immediately to the recipient churches. Is now your time to
step forward?
Complete Boost Grants application here: https://www.westohioumc.org/2020BoostGrants

Churches with Upcoming Pastoral Changes

Leaving Well Registration Starting Well Registration

https://files.constantcontact.com/59370948001/0869cff7-01b6-418b-8528-be4f2da7088f.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/59370948001/682372bd-fe07-4406-93a4-e8b16a84906f.pdf
https://www.westohioumc.org/2020BoostGrants
https://www.miamivalleydistrict.com/district/miamivalley/event/miv-leaving-well-0
https://www.miamivalleydistrict.com/district/miamivalley/event/miv-starting-well-2


Fresh Expressions: Social Media Academy -
Go From Simple to Savvy in Three Sessions

The Pandemic Lockdown has moved your church online. Even when it is over, nothing will
be the same. Whether you're using Facebook for the first time or you're excellent at
Instagram, you need a plan to grow your social media skills, so that you can love and
serve your congregation and beyond.
 
The FX Social Media Academy you will give you the tools you need to:

Help your church feel connected again
Master communication methods you can use for counseling and discipling at a
distance
Serve people in your community that might never come to a traditional church
service

 
Register today for the session you need, or all three!
Each session only costs $49 or sign up for the whole academy experience for only $99.
First session starts April 16th!

Read more and register here

All In Community - Pandemic Response
Grants & Resources

All In Community Offering COVID-19 Pandemic Response Grants 
In the West Ohio Conference mission field, a significant number of Ohioans are directly
involved in the criminal justice system as a person who has experienced incarceration or a
family member with an incarcerated loved one. Both returning neighbors and families of
the incarcerated are experiencing a heightened economic and social vulnerability due to
the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic. All In Community recognizes that justice-involved
persons need extra support during this time. In response, All In Community is making
special grants available to churches that desire to provide greater support for men and
women returning from incarceration and/or the families of the incarcerated. The All In
Community COVID-19 Pandemic Grant is available to UM churches specifically seeking
to decrease economic, social, and cultural disparities through direct supportive services.
To learn more about the All In Community COVID-19 Pandemic Grant and how to apply,
plan to attend the live Webinar on Thursday, April 16th, at NOON. Email
rebakco@gmail.com for details on how to access the Webinar. 

All In Community Offers Resources during COVID-19 Crisis
All in Community, West Ohio’s ministry with justice-involved persons, is offering several
resources and opportunities for learning in the midst of the COVID-19 crisis. On Monday,
April 20, you can join a live video chat from 2:00-3:00 pm to learn what is changing inside
our state juvenile detention facilities as a result of COVID-19 and how this may impact
ministry with this young justice-involved population. The following week, on Tuesday, April
28, from Noon to 1:00 pm, find out how to use relink.org, a free, up-to-date online resource
guide for re-entry services across the continuum of care in Ohio. A relink.org staff member
will provide instruction on how to find resources using this platform and walk you through
registering your organization as a community resource. For information on how to access
these free resources, email Reba Collins at rebakco@gmail.com. Additional justice-
involved ministry resources can be found on West Ohio’s COVID-19 webpage here
(https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/covid-19-coronavirus-resources).

5 Things Your Visitors Are Thinking
But Won't Ask

Without really meaning to be, many churches are blind to the visitor experience. From

https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/news/fresh-expressions-us-presents-social-media-academy-go-simple-savvy-three-sessions
mailto:rebakco@gmail.com
mailto:rebakco@gmail.com
https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/covid-19-coronavirus-resources


unspoken rituals, to maze-like facilities, worship can be very intimidating for guests. Jason
Moore, consultant and frequent “secret worshiper”, will guide you through the top 5
questions on the minds of visitors, and how to more effectively invite them into an
experience worth returning to. Radically hospitality is within the reach of any and every
church. This workshop is perfect for pastors, worship leaders, ushers, greeters and
children’s ministry servants and more.

Join Jason Moore on MONDAY, June 22, 2020 from 9am - 3:30pm
Troy First UMC, Agape Room @ First Place, 16 W. Franklin Street, Troy, OH 45373

$20 for lunch and materials REGISTER HERE

The CARES Act:
Help For Churches During The Pandemic

The Coronavirus Aid, Relief and Economic Security or CARES Act was signed into law on
March 27. The 840-page Act provides $2.2 trillion in relief for the US economy and your
church may be among those eligible for financial support. The benefit would be in the form
of a loan that covers about ten weeks of pay, benefits and certain other expenses. If you
maintain your payroll, the loan is forgiven. As, experts work through details, here are ways
you can prepare for this opportunity:

Find out if your bank participates in the Small Business Administration (SBA) loan
program. If not, get a referral to one that does. 
 
Gather your payroll records for the period of February 2019 to March 2020. Payroll
and number of employees will be the primary basis of the amount you're eligible
for.   

Wespath's Legal Department worked with colleague lawyers in the Church Alliance to
create a summary of some of the important provisions of the Act for stakeholders across
The United Methodist Church.

WESPATH - Cares Act and Impact
on the UMC

Small Business Owner's Guide

2020 Lay Servant Ministry Courses
Mark your calendars now so that you can take your leadership skills
to the next level! Courses are $35 - $45 for lunch and materials.

There will also be an Environmental Stewardship course at Camp
Wesley. Date TBD.

August 28 & 29, 2020
(Friday 7-9pm, Saturday 8:30am - 3:30pm)

Hope UMC, 5980 Wilmington Pike, Dayton,
OH

Basic Course
Living our United Methodist Beliefs
(Heritage)
Devotional Life in the Wesleyan
Tradition

REGISTER HERE

October 3 & 10
(Both Saturdays, 9:30 am - 3pm)

Lewisburg UMC, 3147 US Rt 40 E,
Lewisburg, OH

Leading Prayer
Dancing with Words
Teaching Adults

REGISTER HERE

http://maps.google.com/maps?q=16 W. Franklin Street, Troy, OH  45373
https://www.miamivalleydistrict.com/district/miamivalley/event/5-things-your-visitors-are-thinking-wont-ask
https://files.constantcontact.com/59370948001/90229cad-a03a-42cc-84e2-c8de438a2486.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/59370948001/012d333f-43da-4e9a-adb7-a604399b8d44.pdf
https://www.miamivalleydistrict.com/district/miamivalley/miv-lay-servant-ministry-courses-2020
https://www.miamivalleydistrict.com/district/miamivalley/miv-lay-servant-ministry-courses-2020


Resource.com
Many tools you need to help you navigate church in these different times can be found
here on this website!

virtual worship
health and wholeness
congregational care
giving and finances
training

CLASSIFIEDS
Contemporary Worship Coordinator - Hoffman UMC (West Milton)

HELP NEEDED! - If any of our churches use CCSI booking software, please contact Dan
Schipfer, Asst. Treasurer Greenville First UMC. They need some training help!

Recent Appointments

https://www.resourceumc.org/en/topics/helping-your-church-respond-to-the-coronavirus?mkt_tok=eyJpIjoiWkRNM01URXdNbUV5T1RZeSIsInQiOiJEa2UzelBNM3JUTVk5MUtpTjRubmhVRnl1NlRBVHcrWU1STmNYNEcyTXVaZkpXSnEyMkY4NzFkQVlIUFZxMmlENzBGQzJMRFwvc3BZOXJuUHhDK0dVQWc5eGJxcEx4a05TbHhHbWRVdEJ2cUdPNkpwcnZ6QThydnN3Z25wak1WZlkifQ%3D%3D
https://www.miamivalleydistrict.com/district/miamivalley/classified/contemporary-worship-coordinator-hoffman-umc-west-milton
mailto:dcschipfer@gmail.com
https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/recent-appointments

