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Jots From Jim...
What a fascinating week as your superintendent. It was a blessing to meet more than 100
people last Tuesday at the “Meet the DS” gatherings. Thank you for your welcome and
hospitality and support. I got to learn more about several of our ministries this week,
discovering we have a “forklift ministry” and a “boxing ministry” in our churches. I’m
learning the appointment-making process and keeping my eyes open for those who love
Jesus and want to serve in one of our Miami Valley District churches. Sure, there have
been a few situations that have been challenging but I am SUPER PROUD of our pastors
and how they handle the unexpected. I shared with a friend this week that “I am learning, I
am having fun, and this job is definitely not boring.”

But more importantly is this question: “How has your week been?” I pray you have felt the
presence of God in all things. I hope you had another solid week of ministry in your
communities. I hope you have not taken for granted the privilege we have to be the
bearers of the Gospel to a hurting world. I hope we have all seen the opportunities for
sharing the love of Jesus that God births before us each and every day.

This Sunday I have been invited to preach at Dayton Grace UMC. I have 36 one-on-one
meetings scheduled along with six other ministry meetings next week. I have one million
boxes left to unpack at home. But most importantly I have another week to live in the
Gospel of Jesus Christ. Join me as we embrace each day as Christians, seeking to do the
will of God.

Be Bold. Be Brave. Be True to the Gospel in all you do.

Jim

Thank you, West Ohio
Thank you, West Ohio Conference, for your
donations of hygiene and cleaning kits (flood
buckets) for the UMCOR depot at Midwest Mission
Distribution Center! At the end of June, MMDC
picked up 289 cleaning kits and 988 hygiene kits
from around the Conference!

We would like to thank our dedicated West Ohio
ERT and Disaster Response work teams who provided more than 3,500 volunteer hours
to assist tornado and flood survivors in Kentucky and Tennessee this spring and summer!
 
If you would like to get involved with Disaster Response ministry in West Ohio, email
mgrace@wocumc.org. 

Resources

Laity Session is September 10 at Bethel
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International
 
Join Bishop Palmer and Conference Co-Lay Leaders
Mitchell Harper and Shannon Spencer for Laity Session
2022 on Saturday, September 10, from 10:00am-
12:00pm. Laity Session will be held at Bethel
International United Methodist Church, 1220 Bethel
Road, Columbus, and will include worship, a message

from Bishop Palmer, time for conversation, light refreshments, and a Laity Opportunity
Fair.
 
All West Ohio lay persons are invited to attend, either in-person or virtually. The virtual
option will run from 10:00am-11:15am only, and virtual attendees are encouraged to hold
“watch parties” with other laity so they can participate in conversation after Bishop
Palmer’s message. There is no cost to attend Laity Session, but pre-registration is
required.
 
If you have questions, contact Sam Rodriguez at srodriguez@wocumc.org. 

Click here to register

Did you miss Bishop Gregory Palmer's Town Hall?
The Bishop’s Town Hall video is now up on the West Ohio Conference website.  Feel free
to view it at the following link: https://www.westohioumc.org/disaffiliation

Maximize Your Online Giving with Vanco
Having a robust online giving platform is key to realizing
the financial resources your church needs to thrive. If your
online giving partner and platform is meeting all your
needs, great! If not, read on.

Vanco is the United Methodist Foundation of West Ohio’s
and the Conference’s preferred online giving partner. If
you’re already with Vanco, the Conference partnership will
lower your transaction and monthly fees -- it’s the best

pricing you can get. Make sure you’re signed up by calling Vanco at 800-675-7430 or e-
mai l cs@vancopayments.com and mention you are a West Ohio Conference United
Methodist church.

If your church is currently not signed up with Vanco:

When signing up with Vanco and mention you are a United Methodist church with
the West Ohio Conference, you are automatically given premium pricing. This
means no monthly fee and the lowest percentage cost per transaction. 
Vanco will provide your church with an online giving webpage, or you can integrate
your current website with theirs.
Your webpage is custom designed for your church’s needs and Vanco will provide
step by step instructions. They have simplified the process so anyone can do it! 
Vanco provides multiple tools to assist your church with increased contributions.
Vanco provides easy to follow reporting for your church’s reconciliation process.
Vanco easily stands out among other vendors with their enhanced security, so
fraud is the least of your worries.
Vanco is trusted with over 22,000 other churches!
Your church can also sign up to live stream your sermons. (With additional monthly
fee.)
The online giving platform through the West Ohio Conference will eventually phase
out, so don’t miss out on this opportunity.

Sign-up now! It’s simple, just call Vanco at 800-675-7430 or e-mail
cs@vancopayments.com and mention you are a West Ohio Conference United Methodist
church.
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Free Choral Music
Looking for choral music? If you are interested in finding some
new pieces, please contact Northridge UMC in Springfield at
(937) 399-1909.  

Do You Feel the Call to Ministry?
Lay Minister Training begins
August 29, 2022
 
Why do we need lay persons to serve small
membership churches?
Many small membership churches are in crisis -
closing their doors due to a lack of pastoral leadership. The Academy for Small
Membership Church Ministries' founder developed two courses to fill the important role of
lay minister, helping small membership churches serve both the local community and our
world.

What makes The Academy's courses unique?

Why choose the Academy courses?

Read more here...

Upcoming Events

11th Annual Holy
Spirit Seminar:
HOLINESS
December 2, 2022

Featuring: Carolyn Moore
Now registering for the 2022 Holy Spirit Seminar! Featured speaker Carolyn
Moore, pastor, author and host of the Art of Holiness podcast, will present on
the importance of Holiness. Sessions include “Holiness and the Enemy of
Your Soul” and “Finding Freedom in the Holiness Code.”

Visit www.united.edu/holy-spirit-seminar to learn more, or click to
register now.

Register
Now

Fairview United Methodist Church's Free Legal Clinic will be
open on Saturday, Aug. 13, 2022 10:00am-Noon
Visit Fairview for a brief consultation to see if your issue might need legal help.
Find more information here.

Upcoming CEU Webinars

CEU Opportunities
Introduction to Spiritual Formation (SPF5540)
Fall 2022, Onsite at Ashland Seminary Weekend classes Friday-Saturday

https://files.constantcontact.com/59370948001/7edcf5af-4df0-443e-b2bc-6555683dc1c8.docx
https://united.edu/holy-spirit-seminar/
https://secure.acceptiva.com/?cst=2hHqbm
https://files.constantcontact.com/59370948001/78aa0965-1425-4228-aee1-78ef724ccccf.pdf


Sept 9-10, Sept 30-Oct 1, Oct 14-15, Nov 5 (Saturday only)
 

Class description: This course introduces students to the nature and processes of
spiritual formation and its goal of the formation of believers in the image of Christ for the
sake of the church and the world. Students will practice a variety of individual and
corporate spiritual disciplines, with an in-depth focus on prayer, for growth in personal and
social holiness.

This class may be audited for CEU or take for Master’s Credit.  To request your audit
form today, please email Brenda through the Contact Brenda form on this website.
For Registration CLICK HERE.

Spiritual Direction and the Metamorphosis of Church
Date: October 6, 2022 – November 10, 2022 Cost: $200.00
Christianity and the Church are Changing! In an era of unprecedented change, random
violence, lingering pandemic, and people questioning the authentic practice of Christ we
discover now is the perfect time to reorient personal faith and congregational practices of
faith formation. With foundational tools from spiritual direction, participants will discover a
new interior posture for personal leadership, individuals, small groups, and corporate
congregational life.
How is God inviting you to be set free for flight with an ever-deepening foundation of
formation for life and ministry?

To Register please use the contact form on the website
www.livingstreamsflowingwater.com and indicate interest.

CLERGYEDUCATION.COM
Kay Kotan and Jason Stanley • August 11 • An Effective Approach to Cooperative
Parishes

Nicole Reilley • August 16 • Digital Ministry for a Non-Digital Native

2022-2023 Appointments
The list of pastoral appointments beginning July 1, 2022 can be accessed clicking here.
 
Please refer back to these lists as they are updated frequently.
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