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Jots From Jim...
Today I am visiting St. Catherine’s Monastery in Egypt which claims to be the site of
Moses and the burning bush. Indeed we are standing on holy ground. So far the trip has
been an experience of a lifetime as I have journeyed with 27 other people to the Holy Land
with Educational Opportunities.

I’ve often wondered what Moses thought about his “burning bush” encounter. I know that
scripture records the conversation and we see Aaron come alongside and together they
provide leadership for God’s people out of Egypt and to the Promised Land.  But what
were the other unrecorded emotions and thoughts?

As I stand on this holy ground today I have allowed my biblical imagination to pull me into
the “burning bush” moment. I think I would have questioned my ability to do such a thing
as to go to Pharaoh. Maybe I would have started coughing from the smoke and excused
myself from the Holy Conversation as a way to avoid or delay being called to move into a
new thing. 

I know over the past 35 years various “burning bush district superintendents” have called
me with “opportunities” to pastor in a new community. Sometimes I faithfully listened and
responded. Other times I confess I didn’t listen and failed to trust fully. I’m just being
transparent.  Looking back on the journey I wish I would have been more like Moses who
listened, questioned, but ultimately followed the pull of the Holy Spirit to do what seemed
absolutely impossible.

The laity and clergy of our district daily have “burning bush” moments. There are times in
all of our lives where we experience God speaking to us thru the strangest of situations
and things. Do we have enough “Moses Courage” within us to go up against the Pharaoh's
of this world and boldly lead God’s people? 

If we do, every one of our churches and each of our lives will shine a little more brightly for
the kingdom of God. I’m not naïve enough to think we can all become “little Moses’”
overnight. I am bold enough to challenge myself and all of you to try to “listen to the
burning bush” more this week than we did last week.

Blessings as you stand on your holy ground this weekend in worship.

Jim



MIV Clergy One-on-One's
All MIV pastors should have received an email to sign up for their one-on-one's. If you did
not receive this email, please let me know at creed@wocumc.org DS Jim Wilson will be
meeting MIV pastors for their annual One-on-One’s in August and September. These
meetings will be held in-person at Jim’s office at either Normandy UMC (450 W. Alex Bell
Rd) or Ginghamsburg UMC (6759 S. County Rd 25A Tipp City) depending on what date
and time you choose.
 
One-on-One’s will last about 30 – 45 minutes. You can sign up for a time that works best
for you through this link: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0c4dada722ab9-miami

 July 14, 2022
Dear Ones in Christ Jesus,
 
On July 6, three tornadoes touched down in Clermont and Brown counties in southwest
Ohio. The strongest of the storms, an EF2 tornado, struck Goshen, OH, with winds of 130
miles per hour. More than 100 buildings were damaged, including Goshen United
Methodist Church and parsonage. EF1 tornadoes near Loveland and Lake Lorelai caused
extensive damage to trees as well as a number of homes in those areas. The power went
out for thousands, and at least 100 electric poles will need to be replaced. Yesterday,
Governor DeWine declared a state of emergency in Clermont and Brown counties, which
allows state agencies to respond to those areas as needed. However, affected individuals,
business owners, and families are not eligible to receive any financial assistance from the
government. That makes the presence of faith communities and other non-profit
organizations absolutely critical to the recovery process for the people of Clermont and
Brown counties.
 
Already, Goshen United Methodist Church, though damaged in the tornado, has opened
its doors to the community as a place for people to receive basic necessities like bottled
water, food, and cleaning supplies. West Ohio disaster coordinators have been on-site
helping with clean-up and hauling cleaning kits (flood buckets) to the church to be
distributed. Members of nearby United Methodist churches have assisted with debris
removal so Goshen UMC could re-open its doors. And West Ohio Conference Disaster
Response is ready to respond with funding and additional volunteers, when needed.
 
This is The United Methodist Church, coming together to respond in the face of a
disaster.
 
But of course, we need your help as the people of The United Methodist Church!
 
Here are ways you can come alongside the people of Clermont and Brown counties and
other natural disasters in our state:
·   PRAY – Pray for the people of Clermont and Brown counties as they recover from the
trauma of a disaster, and for Rev. Elizabeth Reed and Goshen UMC.
·   GIVE – Donate to the West Ohio Conference Disaster Response fund, which provides
for the needs of West Ohio churches and communities after a disaster.
·   Give Online by Clicking Here
·   Send a check made out to West Ohio Conference Disaster Response to Dee Stickley-
Miner, 32 Wesley Blvd, Worthington, OH 43085.
·   MAKE – Make UMCOR cleaning kits (flood buckets) for this and other disasters.
Instructions can be found here: https://umcmission.org/umcor-relief-supplies/. Email
mgrace@wocumc.org when your kits are finished.
·   GO – Volunteers are needed to assist with debris removal on Saturday, July 23,
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starting at 9:00 am at Goshen UMC.
 
May God bless you as you bless others by your faithful witness and generosity!
 
Your Servant in Christ,
Bishop Gregory V. Palmer
West Ohio Conference | www.westohioumc.org

Resources
Have a Question for the UMC? 
 

Do you have questions? We have answers!
 
Here you'll find our responses to many of the ones we're
asked most often, and a place to submit a question of your
own.

See Ask The UMC-FAQs for more information.

NWP Advanced LSM - "Sacraments - Let's Keep It Simple"
Saturday, July 23, 2022 - 8:30am to Saturday, August 6, 2022 - 4:30pm
Northwest Plains Lay Servant Ministry
Our denomination has a rich history of sacramental worship where we experience Christ
through these particular acts that were given to us by Christ himself. This course will
refresh our understanding of Baptism and Communion, which are the two sacraments of
the United Methodist Church, help us think theologically about what the sacraments mean,
and how we can experience the presence of Christ through these sacramental moments.
This class will be held via Zoom on Saturday, July 23rd and Saturday, August 6th. Must
attend both classes. It will be led by Rev. Barry Burns.
 lay-servants-advanced-brochure-sacraments.pdf

Location Name via Zoom
Contact Barbara Lee
Email bjcwapak@bright.net
Price $30

Resources for Pastoral Transitions—Now Available on the WOC
Learning Platform!
 
Are you or your congregation experiencing a pastoral transition this year? If so, make sure
to check out the Resources for Pastoral Transitions course now available on the West
Ohio Learning Platform.
Our West Ohio Regional Missional Specialist team has prepared a new video highlighting
key dimensions of navigating the transition of pastoral leadership in a local church. They
have also gathered a collection of excellent resources on pastoral transition from a variety
of sources that will help with an effective and healthy transition in your context.
 
You can register for this course and check out other helpful resources on the learning
platform by following these steps: 
1. Navigate to https://westohioumc.newzenler.com/
2. Click on Resources for Pastoral Transitions
3. Click Enroll in Course 
If you already have an account on the West Ohio Learning Platform, you'll be prompted to
log in to register for the course. Please use the forgot password link to reset your
password if you don't know it or if you are creating a new account.
 
If you need any assistance with your account or presenting the material to your
congregation, please contact one of our RMSs: Rev. Karen Cook, kcook@wocumc.org;
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Rev. Sara Thomas, sarathomas@wocumc.org

New Information on the Boy Scouts
Read full article here.

New affiliation agreement between the UMC and the Boy Scouts
A New Agreement Coming Soon – Community Outreach Youth Ministries (methodistscouter.org)  

Upcoming Events

United Methodist
Appalachian Ministry
Network
50th Anniversary Assembly
"Building a Beloved Community"
October 5-7, 2022
Oglebay Resort and Conference Center -
Wheeling, WV
Registration Now Open!

Registration:$150
(Registration closes September 3,2022)

All services, meals, and sessions are
included with registration
Gala Only Tickets-$35
Lodging: OlgebayResort $75-$160/ per
night
Register Here

Upcoming CEU Webinars
Brenda Buckwell, is an endorsed elder within the
West Ohio Conference on extension appointment to
Living Streams Flowing Water spiritual formation
ministry.

Savor – FREE -Summer Zoom Book Group
Join in the community and wisdom sharing of our summer book discussion zoom group.

July 13 – August 10, 2022, Wednesdays @ 7pm
Book: Strengthening the Soul of Your Leadership: Seeking God in the Crucible of Ministry
by Ruth Haley Barton

There are two sides of leadership. One is our personal leadership the other is our
professional leadership. Join me for this zoom book discussion group and discover how
God is inviting you to expand and strengthen your two-sided leadership for life and
ministry.
To register: Send a note through the Contact Brenda form on the Living Streams Flowing
Water ministry website at www.livingstreamsflowingwater.com .
Cost: FREE with the purchase of your own copy of the book.

CEU Opportunities
Introduction to Spiritual Formation (SPF5540)
Fall 2022, Onsite at Ashland Seminary
Weekend classes Friday-Saturday
Sept 9-10, Sept 30-Oct 1, Oct 14-15, Nov 5 (Saturday only)

 
Class description: This course introduces students to the nature and processes of
spiritual formation and its goal of the formation of believers in the image of Christ for the
sake of the church and the world. Students will practice a variety of individual and
corporate spiritual disciplines, with an in-depth focus on prayer, for growth in personal and
social holiness.
This class may be audited for CEU or take for Master’s Credit.  To request your audit
form today, please email Brenda through the Contact Brenda form on this website.
For Registration CLICK HERE.

Spiritual Direction and the Metamorphosis of Church
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    Date: October 6, 2022 – November 10, 2022
    Cost: $200.00
Christianity and the Church are Changing! In an era of unprecedented change, random
violence, lingering pandemic, and people questioning the authentic practice of Christ we
discover now is the perfect time to reorient personal faith and congregational practices of
faith formation. With foundational tools from spiritual direction, participants will discover a
new interior posture for personal leadership, individuals, small groups, and corporate
congregational life.
How is God inviting you to be set free for flight with an ever-deepening foundation of
formation for life and ministry?
To Register please use the contact form on the website
www.livingstreamsflowingwater.com and indicate interest.

COMING SPRING OF 2023
Spirituality of Henri Nouwen -Class in partnership with Ashland Seminary

CLERGYEDUCATION.COM
Rodney Smothers (copy) • July 19 • Who Will Do This With Me? Creating A
Collaborative Leadership Culture

Ken Willard • August 2 • Mission, Vision and Purpose: Strategic Planning to Guide a
Congregation to New Life

Kay Kotan and Jason Stanley • August 11 • An Effective Approach to Cooperative
Parishes

Nicole Reilley • August 16 • Digital Ministry for a Non-Digital Native

2022-2023 Appointments
The list of pastoral appointments beginning July 1, 2022 can be accessed clicking here.
 
Please refer back to these lists as they are updated frequently.

Classifieds

Family Ministry Director/Pastor - Normandy UMC, Dayton

PT Director of Youth Ministry - Normandy UMC, Dayton

PT Director of Children's Ministry - Normandy UMC, Dayton

PT Childhood Ministry Specialist - Concord UMC, Englewood

PT Church Custodian - Concord UMC, Englewood

PT Office Manager - Yellow Springs UMC

PT Youth Director - Germantown UMC

PT Worship Leader/Music Director - New Hope Church, Dayton

Church Secretary - Southern Hills UMC, Kettering

PT - Worship Director @ Piqua Greene Street UMC
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