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Your DS, Rev. Dr. Jocelyn Roper, will be taking renewal leave for the month of

August. Linda Middleburg will be covering for her while she is out.

New: Lay Servant Ministry Classes - Registration Open! See below

If you would like to submit an article for the View from the Valley, please send it via
email to tmcclain@wocumc.org by Thursday at noon.

A message from your Bishop

Grace, Synergy and Change
 
Dear friends in Christ Jesus:
 
Like you I am looking ahead to our Annual Conference session. I am also looking beyond
the Annual Conference session to opportunities and changes in our work. As I have said
previously a portion of the work of the Annual Conference is behind us. We have already
cared for the credentialing of clergy and the attendant rituals. When we are together on
June 6-7 it will be my joy to formally “fix the appointments” for the 2021-22 conference
year. While appointment making is increasingly intense and delicate for a variety of
reasons, which I will not elaborate upon here, it is nonetheless a major focus of the work
of superintending. The intensity and delicacy that I have intimated above does need to be
more widely known and addressed in the service of the mission of making disciples of
Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. But that will need to come in a future
column or columns. All that said it is still a privilege to engage this part of the work.
 
When we gather we will have several items before us that we label recommendations.
Some of these are routine. Routine does not however imply unimportant or insignificant.
Budget, healthcare, and compensation standards are hardly insignificant. Just because we
tend to this work every year is more a reminder of the importance of such matters. To
some degree they participate in helping the institution to run. We will also have the
opportunity to address a few recommendations about our common life as a church. these
items attempt in some measure to speak about who we are as a conference and as a
denomination called The United Methodist Church.
 
As we address the matters that are before the Annual Conference, I want to encourage
your thoughtful preparation. Last week in this column I asked that you be attentive the
Principles of Holy Conferencing (Book of Reports p. 7 ). My own review of these stirred me
to think more and more about how we conference. I have had several conversation
partners in my own reflections. In every case I have been reminded that in our tradition
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conferencing has been understood as a means of grace. Dr. David Field in his book Bid
Our Jarring Conflicts Cease, A Wesleyan Theology and Praxis of Church Unity reminds us
that conferencing is not just about polity but about identity. As he stirs the pot about
identity he probes our understanding of holiness which according to John Wesley is love.
Field asks this question of us “How can we engage each other in a way that expresses
love and helps us to become more loving?” Dear ones, that will always be the question
that can only be answered by our behavior whether we are in conference or elsewhere.
Whether we are in church, so to speak, or in the world.
 
At the start I mentioned some upcoming changes to how we work in the conference
starting this summer. Fifteen years ago, we added to our way of staffing Assistant to the
District Superintendent. This was a part of a larger structural change including a reduction
in the number of districts. Over time these roles have evolved. Several of our districts still
have the role though not all. On July 1 four of the persons who have been serving full-time
in this way will shift to become Regional Missional Specialists. Rev. Suzanne Allen, Rev.
Karen Cook, Rev. Wendy Lybarger, and Rev. Sara Thomas will move from their district
role as Assistant to the District Superintendent to serve more widely in the annual
conference in the role of Regional Missional Specialist. Here is short description of where
we are headed:
 
·    Regional— Each of these persons will work within and get to know and understand the
strengths, needs, and culture of two district areas in depth while supporting the work
occurring in several other districts. The farmlands of Northwest Ohio are different than the
hills of Southern Ohio. The urban areas of Cincinnati, Dayton, Columbus, and Toledo
have their own unique history and traditions.
 
·    Missional—The primary task of this team is to inspire and resource the local church to
live out the mission of making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the
world. They will help local churches access and implement the excellent missional
resources that are available at the District, Annual Conference, and General Church
levels.
 
·    Specialist—Each one brings specialized gifts and training to the role: coaching,
leadership development, discipleship, renewal, conflict resolution, visioning for new
ministries, administration, and urban ministry, just to name a few. They will be available to
share their area of specialization with churches across the conference rather than being
limited to one district area.
 
Moving in this direction represents a significant shift toward sharing human and material
resources and working across district lines and conference structures. This does not
replace any office we already have and is intended to increase collaboration and synergy
with all of the roles and work represented in the Extended Cabinet (Connectional
Ministries, Congregational Development, Episcopal Office, Communications, Office of
Ministry, Finance and Administration, District Superintendents, Foundation). Further, we
are doing this while continuing to decrease the apportioned budget of the conference.
Since 2018, that budget has decreased by 18%. You can expect more precise
communication on how this all will operationalize following Annual Conference.
 
There will be another exciting change that I want to share with you. We currently have
eight districts and eight superintendents. On August 1, we will still have eight districts and
seven district superintendents. Rev. Linda Middelberg for the last three years has split
her time between serving as Superintendent of the Capitol Area North District and as
Assistant to the Bishop. On August 1, she will be full-time in the Episcopal Office and the
Rev. Tim Bias who currently serves as Superintendent of the Capitol Area South District
will also serve as Superintendent of the Capitol Area North District. By July 1, 2022, I
anticipate still having eight districts and doing this work with six District Superintendents.
 
All that I have just described reflects some of our best efforts at teaming, synergy and
advantaging natural attrition to achieve economies of scale so as to better equip us all for
the mission of making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. I look
forward to being with you soon. I remain,
 
Your servant in Christ Jesus,
 



† Bishop Gregory V. Palmer

MIV Spring Celebration

link available here to watch the
recorded celebration

The MIV met via zoom last week to celebrate the Ministry Milestones for our retiring
pastors, our newly licensed local pastors, our pastors being commissioned and reinstated
as full member elders, our new deaconesses, our new Certified Lay Ministers and Lay
Speakers, our local licensed pastors who have completed Course of Study, those that we
have lost this past year and those that are leaving the district to serve in another
one. Jocelyn gave an inspiring message on persevering on our faith journey and
recognizing our cloud of witnesses that have helped us persevere. Be sure to check it out!

2021 Virtual Annual
Conference

Sunday and Monday, June 6-7
52nd Session of the West Ohio Annual Conference

 
The 2020 Conference Journal is currently available. Click here to download.
 

The Book of Reports can be found HERE. 

UNABLE TO ATTEND?

If you are a Clergy member and unable to participate in Clergy Session and/or Annual
Conference, you must seek permission from the Annual Conference Secretary Rev. Amy
Haines to be excused from Clergy Session and/or Annual Conference. You can make your
request online by clicking here.
 
If you are unable to fulfill your role as Lay Member to Annual Conference representing a
local church, you should contact your pastor. Lay Members At Large should contact
their district office. 

Workman's Comp Information
You may have received information recently regarding MCO selection, involving your
workers’ compensation managed care organization. There is no need for you to take
any action, as the Conference will handle the selection details on your behalf. 
 
You will receive more information in the coming weeks that will explain the transition and
provide information on the handling of workplace injuries. We anticipate this to be a
seamless change for you.

Multiply Minis:
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Trainings to Multiply Your
Impact!

JUNE Topics

June 16: Growing Spirited Leaders Utilizing the Enneagram (10:30am -Noon)
Register Here

June 16: Building Trusting Teams Utilizing the Enneagram (1:30 - 3pm)
Register Here

June 30: Leading Through Uncertainty (10:30 - Noon)
Register Here
 
Multiply Minis are interactive, relevant, and timely trainings for ministry leaders and
churches to multiply your impact. Minis are free for West Ohio clergy and laity. Space is
limited to 150 participants per Mini. To view the full listing of this year’s Multiply Minis
and/or to register for any of the sessions, visit www.multiplyminis.org.  CEUs are available
for all Multiply Minis.  

Lay Servant Ministry
Mark your calendar for our upcoming

classes in August!

The Miami Valley District is offering 3 different Lay Servant Ministry Courses this August!

BASIC COURSE - This course is foundational for all courses in lay servant ministries.
Participants are encouraged to discover and employ personal spiritual gifts as God
intended and to consider the importance of exercising servant leadership, developing
future leaders, remaining rooted in consistent spiritual practices, and being part of a group
that holds members accountable in their discipleship.

Classes would be held via zoom from 7-9pm on August 1, 3, 5, 8 & 10. Zoom links will be
sent the day before each class. All sessions need to be attended in order to receive a
certificate.
The instructor is Nancy Byrd, CLM. She will have a syllabus for you before the class starts
as there will be homework before the first class.
The class is $15. Your participant book needs to be purchased separately. Once you
register, you will receive links on where to purchase the book.  REGISTER HERE

LEADING WORSHIP - (One of the 6 Lay Speaker Core Course) This course focuses on
the ministry of the Lay Servant who either regularly or occasionally leads a group or
congregation in worship.
This course will be taught using a hybrid format - part online and part in person. Sessions
will be:
Monday, August 16th via zoom from 6:30 - 9pm
Saturday, August 21st in person @ Northridge UMC from 9:30am - 3pm (lunch included)
Monday, August 23rd via zoom from 6:30 - 9pm
Cost is $25 (includes lunch on Saturday, book is purchased separately)
Once you register, you will be given a link to purchase the book. The instructors are Rev.
Wendy Lybarger and Dan Vanoli, Lay Speaker. They will have a syllabus for you before
the class starts.  REGISTER HERE

LIFE TOGETHER IN THE UNITED METHODIST CONNECTION - (One of the 6 Lay

https://www.westohioumc.org/civicrm/event/info?reset=1&id=1747
https://www.westohioumc.org/civicrm/event/info?reset=1&id=1746
https://www.westohioumc.org/civicrm/event/info?reset=1&id=1745
http://www.multiplyminis.org/
https://www.westohioumc.org/equip/lay-servant-ministries/district/miamivalley/event/miv-basic-lay-servant-ministry-course-2
https://www.westohioumc.org/equip/lay-servant-ministries/district/miamivalley/event/miv-leading-worship-lsm-core-course


Speaker Core Course) This course gives participants an overview of the structure and
organization of The United Methodist Church. A copy of the 2016 Book of Discipline is
recommended for both the online and text version of this course.

Life Together in the UM Connection will be held via Zoom August 3, 10, 17, and 24 from
6:30-9 pm.
Rev. Wendy Lybarger and Charlie Bosworth, Lay Speaker, will be your instructors. They
will send you a syllabus before the class starts.
The class is $15 and you need to purchase your book separately. Once you register, you
will be given links on where you can purchase your book.   REGISTER HERE

October classes planned:
Called to Preach (was formerly Go Preach)
Leading In Prayer
Pastoral Care
Social Justice

All In Community Virtual
Monthly Events

June 12 EVERY SECOND SATURDAY SERIES - Creating
Communities of Healing, Part 2 10AM - Noon on Zoom
This session continues the continuum of care in the Healing Communities framework for
supporting successful reentry. Healing Communities is a restorative justice approach for
ministry with incarcerated men and women, their families, and the larger community. This
national training model helps congregations, through mobilization of their existing
resources, to walk with persons and family members through their lived experiences of
reentry and reintegration into family and community. 
This session provides real, tangible ministry steps you can take to be the healing hands
and feet of Jesus with justice-involved persons . You are invited to lean into “doing justice”
and embracing our collective call as hope dealers and healers.
Presenters: James Clay, Grace UMC Restored Citizen
Jami Nathan, Olive Branch/Clarksville UMC
Advanced Zoom registration is required

June 26 Saturday Circles – Family Reentry Impact 10-11:30am on
Zoom
This restorative space is for community members who are living with a loved one’s reentry
or want to become a better ally to friends and loved one who are. This Saturday Circle
offers you an understanding, safe, empathetic community. The goal of this Listening Circle
is to create space for shared emotional connection about the impact of reentry in families.
We aim to support individuals and help communities that have been harmed by exploring
the collective experience together.
Advanced Zoom registration is required.
 
June 28 Ministry Monday – 72-Hour Pack Pilot Project
7:00-8:30PM on Zoom
The first 72 hours of a person’s released from incarceration are some of their most
vulnerable hours. When there is not adequate support during this initial phase of reentry,
our returning neighbors often respond out of desperation of need instead of hope for a
better future. For these individuals, the first 72-hours after release are often lonely,
hopeless, overwhelming and confusing transition periods. Many fall down in the gap

https://www.westohioumc.org/equip/lay-servant-ministries/conference/event/miv-life-together-united-methodist-connection-polity
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001qyrXt0PVfG-5HFS5qAJyMdI848xkdDArn1jeu9h3N93h6njtDPez9nCAIdggWX7n8YAHml_n79qg5Op4f817sfMwterEzpzXsccHeCBwd25kD6sSnhrxhHO_2u83pxx2vLcW8nWPld48CMfT30YJSiehFGuYuM3ccpgYQb8BOIJtw3v6Xh7wX0fP5aWY57f9bMcuNwKz54RI3cYiC1skK6XL5-NGx6ma%26c%3DCshJ36naTpTjd921jctJ7rbxUH3RlZv1Xalkne5EfCtOd95tSe6_vw%3D%3D%26ch%3DZ0ht8I9uPf39CZsidB4ZwZqwN-PEdYcXEOOEnQp1yW7cPbWd3qVUrg%3D%3D&data=04%7C01%7Cmiamivalley%40wocumc.org%7C7dc9e189b38f4bae4b7b08d921d243a0%7Cff6b5ac1764c475ca97c2e640b630705%7C1%7C0%7C637578009229659012%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=Z7p4EfmQnnyn%2FTiBw8fc2R1dp%2BEmuAIpduQK389paJg%3D&reserved=0
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without the presence of a caring handoff back into community.
Join 72-Hour Pack Pilot Program developers to learn about pilot projects designed to fill
reentry gaps with both tangible help and hopeful presence by supplying returning
neighbors with essential self-care items needed immediately upon reentry to a local
community. 
Plan to attend this Ministry Monday if you are interested in assisting returning neighbors in
restoring their dignity, identity, safety, and self-worth by participating in current pilot
projects or starting your own.
Advanced Zoom registration is required. 

FREEDOM SCHOOL
If you have a student entering grades 1 through 8, you can enroll them in Covenant UMC's
CDF Freedom School now. The program begins on June 14 and continues through July 23
with the goal to assure that each child has a Healthy Start, a Head Start, a Fair Start, a
Safe Start and a Moral Start in life while receiving high quality academic enrichment.
Contact Covenant UMC at 937-324-3501, or via email: covenant529@yahoo.com

Classifieds
Student Billing Coordinator - United Theological Seminary

Worship Assistant - PT - Christ Church, Kettering Campus

PT/FT Administrative Assistant - Aley Church

Elementary Children's Ministry Specialist - Ginghamsburg Church

PT Church Musician - Fairview UMC

PT Worship Leader - Hope Collective Church

Needed:

Southern Hills had a flood and is in need of about 50 metal folding chairs. If you have any
to help them out, please contact Rev. George Brewer at gbrewer@woh.rr.com.

Recent Appointments

30 Minutes to Better Finances
Thinking of buying a home?
Lay the foundation by attending the “The buyer’s guide to buying a home” webinar. In
honor of June being American Housing Month, learn best practices for homebuyers in
2021. We’ll offer ideas on these and other topics:

Calculating how much home you can afford
Coming up with a down payment
Choosing a home
Applying for a mortgage

Register for one 30-minute session below:
June 9 10:00 a.m. or 3:00 p.m. CT
June 17 10:00 a.m. or 3:00 p.m. CT

*EY Financial Planning Services are available to active Wespath participants and surviving
spouses with account balances, and to retired and terminated participants with account
balances of at least $10,000. Costs are included in Wespath’s operating expenses that are
paid for by the funds.
Unlimited access to financial planning is provided by Wespath at no cost to you*.
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Contact EY today
Sign up at  wespath.eynavigate.com
EY Navigate™ Planner Line at +1 800 360 2539
Monday through Friday 8:00 a.m.–7:00 p.m. CT

FREE ITEMS
Your district has the following items free to a good home - first come, first serve!
We can provide quantities and pictures at a later date.

United Methodist Hymnals - Need to replace some worn out hymnals?? Now is your
chance! We have quite a few red ones and blue ones.
Blue & White choir robes - variety of sizes
Burgundy and cream choir robes - has Methodist Cross and Flame on one side -
variety of sizes
Purple and white choir robes - variety of sizes- has Methodist Cross and Flame on
lapel as well
Communion trays and cups
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