
Volume 10 | March 12, 2021

Your e-newsletter for the Miami Valley District

Bishop Urges Action After Southern Ohio
Flooding

Dear Friends,
 
Following the mid-February ice storms that knocked out power and downed trees, several
counties in southern Ohio experienced significant flooding due to warming temperatures
and heavy rains. Lawrence County, hit hard by the ice storms, then saw many homes with
basements flooded by several feet of water. At a minimum, this type of flooding can cause
mold, destroy belongings, and damage furnaces, hot water heaters, and washers/dryers.
 
Thanks to your generosity, the West Ohio Conference sent $2,000 to help with ice storm
recovery in Lawrence County. Now, there is more work to be done.
 
Here are some ways you can help:

VOLUNTEER to help muck out basements or assist with other recovery projects.
Contact Gary Stabler in the Shawnee Valley District at 740-384-3328.

 
GIVE supplies by putting together UMCOR cleaning kits. Directions can be found
here. When completed, contact Diana Hall in the Shawnee Valley District at 740-
637-0829.

 
DONATE to the West Ohio Disaster Response Fund, which allows the conference
to provide immediate assistance after a disaster. Give online here.

 
PRAY for all those affected by recent disasters.

 
Thank you for continuing to show the love of Christ to our brothers and sisters in southern
Ohio.
 
Yours in Christ,

Bishop Gregory V. Palmer

Declare Community Fund - Funding Available!
The Declare Community Fund is excited to announce our SECOND round of funding!

 In 2020, our average grant amount was approximately $2,300 and covered items such as
new kitchen equipment for food relief outreach, software upgrades for church’s

presentation systems in order to do virtual services, needed repairs and maintenance to

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001YBwiH5acvmVJ_qEwfHMUeUqqExwFXLrsmnVyUHFNPQ7Dz9VaXLLoSd-X7IS_pHR6d3-_Fq81bTHOLzwwRV-_L3d6PMwwq6DI4AgafGAiMxeQnlH7wCSPL6EujANIGMDVwthVWSGbPdSmFZQOMU2gh43fQio8wIUMbv2aU_S-jFw%3D%26c%3DhFUihOu8sg3qrbT6TS_97G3xrA4UAfNidtlQGTmQuk_PoZxK5Z6GdA%3D%3D%26ch%3DedSF4TMddoFLQLQWF9DSU_5RIzAjYpX-EB7pLiRoMGH4r3_fgggTZw%3D%3D&data=04%7C01%7Ctmcclain%40wocumc.org%7C5c196575977b45b548fe08d8e420d21f%7Cff6b5ac1764c475ca97c2e640b630705%7C1%7C0%7C637510176931366182%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=IRqe3VytMbAI3QdhU%2FNc%2FAyW%2FBzVYKFcB6zAQEwxF7k%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001YBwiH5acvmVJ_qEwfHMUeUqqExwFXLrsmnVyUHFNPQ7Dz9VaXLLoSW3aoYuVlhGkoLTf0A7vbWQ2KZdqJ7CCI696nCbpFNG5X1xgNZ9o1JysYRYT0HxSgBPabe_D_XpK_UIGTdyp6L0qVHmB5J2bi3MD6xxNe2XJRf8QttDC97VIGX7FG0efpJQd2saWe2HGKVLggjsl_LUyLgIv-DtcfCqePcCJuKy1%26c%3DhFUihOu8sg3qrbT6TS_97G3xrA4UAfNidtlQGTmQuk_PoZxK5Z6GdA%3D%3D%26ch%3DedSF4TMddoFLQLQWF9DSU_5RIzAjYpX-EB7pLiRoMGH4r3_fgggTZw%3D%3D&data=04%7C01%7Ctmcclain%40wocumc.org%7C5c196575977b45b548fe08d8e420d21f%7Cff6b5ac1764c475ca97c2e640b630705%7C1%7C0%7C637510176931366182%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=yAr7kCsAHwTMz9tASqO6fPpd8QXbM4xB3JmVaGEbhmA%3D&reserved=0
https://medicine.wright.edu/med-spirit


building structures, as well as other needs. This year we continue to be blown away by the
generosity of our donors and are happy to announce that we are now taking applications

for a second round of funding. Since we will be receiving donations through the application
period, we will not know exactly how much we will have until the end. 

 
If you are with a Church or Nonprofit in the Greater Dayton area and would like to find out

how to qualify and apply for a grant, please click HERE to go to our Community Fund
page. We will be accepting applications now through March 31st.  After that date, a

Grant Review Committee will review applications for acceptance.

Nominations for Harry Denman Awards are due
March 15, 2021

The Harry Denman Evangelism Award,
sponsored by The Foundation for Evangelism,
honors United Methodists in each Annual
Conference whose exceptional ministry of
evangelism brings people into a life transforming
relationship with Jesus Christ.
 
What distinguishes a Harry Denman Evangelism
Award recipient is the commitment to consistently
introduce others to the Good News of Jesus

Christ in all ministry settings. Their ministry is exceptional for the number of new Christ
followers who credit encounters with this person as critical in helping to start or reignite
their faith journey. Awards are given to clergy, laity, and youth. Please submit nominations
by March 15, 2021 to Mariellyn Grace.

Nomination forms can be found here

VIM Virtual Team Leading Training
Thinking about leading a mission team in 2021 or
beyond? Join West Ohio for a virtual Volunteers in
Mission (VIM) Team Leader Training on Saturday,
March 20, from 9am-1pm. With experienced team
leaders as instructors, you will learn how to plan and
lead a mission experience in Ohio, the United States or
around the world. You will also be provided with
practical resources for nurturing the spiritual life of your

team, as well as sample forms and information about travel insurance. Cost of the training
is $20 per person. Questions? Contact Mariellyn Grace. 

Multiply Minis:
Trainings to Multiply Your Impact!

Relevant, timely trainings to multiply your impact.   
Over the past few months, the West Ohio Office of
Fresh Starts and New Beginnings staff have been
engaging in one-on-one conversations with leaders
from around the conference to check in and ask three
questions: What is going well in your church? What are
your challenges? How can we best serve you in this
next season? In response to the feedback, 22

different Multiply Minis have been created to meet the needs of West Ohio leaders. “I’m
excited about the format, the variety, the follow-up options, and the innovative approach of
the Multiply Minis, especially since they are based on the feedback we received. I
encourage you to take as many as you would find beneficial,” says Bishop Palmer.  
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Multiply Minis are live trainings for ministry leaders to break out of the norm and hear fresh
ideas. These 22 different options will encourage, inspire, and resource churches with the
most current topics and innovative best practices from practitioners across West Ohio and
beyond.  Each participant will leave the 90-minute webcasts with practical, ready-to-use
tools along with “the one big thing” to take home. After each Mini, participants can opt-in to
ongoing “Co-Labs” which are learning groups designed to help participants move from
information to action.
Multiply Minis are free for West Ohio clergy and laity. Space is limited to 150 participants
per Mini. To view the full listing of this year’s Multiply Minis and/or to register for any of the
sessions, visit www.multiplyminis.org.  CEUs are available for all Multiply Minis.  

Burning Out and Coming Back
Carey Nieuwhof

Chances are that you know someone
who has burned out or might be on the
edge of it yourself. Burnout today seems
almost to be a rite of passage. In this
talk, Carey looks at signs of burnout and
identifies several types of burnout that
impact more leaders than most people
realize. He shares about how to recover
from burnout and stay healthy.
Carey’s LIVE training will be followed by
an interactive interview with Bishop
Palmer about the future of the Church,
and your questions. Check out Carey's latest book: Didn't See It Coming.
Twitter & Facebook: @cnieuwhof | Instagram: careynieuwhof

What are Bishop Palmer’s Leadership Clinics?
Bishop Gregory Palmer’s Leadership Clinics are live, online opportunities to give you
access to leadership insights from local, national, and global leaders. When we focus on
growing our leadership skills for positive kingdom influence, we can strengthen
relationships and maximize the church’s impact, leading to transformation in our
communities. We hope you’ll join Bishop Palmer and his guests for these live, interactive
monthly Leadership Clinics.
Twitter: @WOCBishop

CEU’s are available for all Leadership Clinics. Email Allyssa (agraves@wocumc.org) if you
would like to receive continuing education for this month’s Clinic.
Deadline to register is April 11 by midnight. 

Deaconess Discernment - virtual
Many United Methodist Women and Men may be called to a full-
time vocation as Laity in service with those who are
marginalized and in need in the world today. There is an
opportunity to be a part of a supportive community in
connection with the United Methodist Church as a deaconess
or home missioner. We want to give them an opportunity to get
to know who we are and how we serve.
We have bi-monthly virtual discernment events, and we would
like to extend an invitation for lay people in the West Ohio
Conference to attend.

Our next event is Thursday, April 8, 2021. For more information contact
Deaconess Jane Grays, Discernment Consultant, at jgrays.dhmr@gmail.com

Local Events
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https://www.cokesbury.com/9780735291355-Didnt-See-It-Coming?refq=carey nieuwhof
https://www.cokesbury.com/9780735291355-Didnt-See-It-Coming?refq=carey nieuwhof
mailto:agraves@wocumc.org
mailto:jgrays.dhmr@gmail.com


2021 ANNUAL CONFERENCE
2021 ANNUAL CONFERENCE: June 6 - 7, 2021, to be held virtually

The 52nd session of the West Ohio Conference will be held Sunday June 6, 2:00 p.m. –
6:00 p.m. and Monday, June 7, 8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. Bishop Palmer and the Planning
Committee unanimously decided to hold a virtual conference since the COVID pandemic
is still a serious concern. The theme of Annual Conference is “Run the race with
perseverance” based on the scripture Hebrews12:1-3.
 
“A vaccination is here and brings great hope. However, it is unclear as to how many
people will be vaccinated by June. So, we must forge on with our plans to care for the



business of the annual conference,” said Bishop Gregory V. Palmer. "I have great hope
and anticipation that we will come together again in a foreseeable future.”
 
More details will be made available in the weeks to come. 

WE ARE CURRENTLY FILLING AT-LARGE DELEGATES FOR THE
DISTRICT!

We want to stress what the expectations/qualifications are for this important position in the
life of our Conference, District and local churches and the consequences for the future.
We are looking for leaders who have been active participants in their congregation and
who are spiritually-minded. They must desire to represent not only the people of their local
church but this region as well. We are looking for committed people who love Christ,
others and in particular the United Methodist Church. The decisions made regarding
recommendations and the election of delegates to General and Jurisdictional Conferences
are crucial to our future together. If you sign up to be an At-Large Delegate then it is
expected that you will attend the 2021 Virtual West Ohio Annual Conference barring some
unforeseen emergency. We will create a waiting list just in case someone cannot attend.

If you would like to be an At-Large Delegate for this year's virtual annual conference,
please complete the form below. I realize that some of you as recurring At-Large Lay
Delegates have completed this form in the past, however, we are asking you to complete
the form again this year. We appreciate your due diligence in this process. If you have any
questions, please don't hesitate to contact the district office on their cell phone 937-869-
4810.
https://www.miamivalleydistrict.com/district/miamivalley/webform/miv-2021-annual-
conference-large-member-application

Camp Registration is Open!
To make up for the fun we missed last
Summer, West Ohio camp directors have
planned exciting programs for the
upcoming camp season. Ken Overholser,
West Ohio Director of Camping and
Retreat Ministries said, “We really missed
having Summer camp last year. But, we
look forward to making up for what we
missed. We have great programs planned
as we enjoy the outdoors.” Registration is

now open for all summer camps. New health protocols as well as limits on capacities have
been implemented to insure the safety of all attendees and camp directors. Click here for
registration.
 

Camp Counselors Needed
 
Do you have a daughter, grandson, niece, friend or church member that would make a
great camp counselor? West Ohio Camps is an opportunity for that person. Being a camp
counselor provides a great opportunity to build leadership skills, strengthen your faith,
make new friends, and make a difference in hundreds of campers' lives this summer! If
you are interested, please email the camps department at camps@wocumc.org. Click
here for more information or to apply!

West Ohio VIM Teams Plan to Return to Mexico
Four West Ohio Volunteers in Mission teams plan to travel to Mexico in 2021 – in May,
July, September and November. Last year, all but January’s team was cancelled due to
the coronavirus pandemic, which contributed to a shortfall in funding for the Methodist
ministries in Mexico. With a vaccine on the way, and better safeguards now in place on
both sides of the border, the VIM team leaders feel it is time to return. Mission teams to
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Mexico are coordinated through Manos Juntas, the licensed healthcare ministry of the
Methodist Church of Mexico. Each short-term mission consists of two to three days of
mission service along with travel and set up. Each team is comprised of medical
professionals (doctors, nurse practitioners, physician assistants, specialists, nurses and
dieticians), translators, pastors, educators and people willing to share the love of Jesus.
Some teams also include a construction project and/or visiting the children's home. For
more information, or to register online, visit www.westohioumc.org/mexicovim. 

2021 Mission Opportunity
Mission Opportunity for Building a House in the Henderson Settlement Area during
the Spring and Summer of 2021
 
What: The Henderson Settlement VIM/SOWER Home Build Program constructs new
housing in the area served by Henderson Settlement for people who have lost their
homes.
Objective: To construct a house from the foundation up for a family in need
Where: Henderson Settlement, Frakes KY (Part of the Red Bird Missionary Conference)
When: May 2 - 8 & 9 - 15; July 11-17 & 18-24; Aug. 15-21 & 22-28 of 2021
Cost: $250/volunteer (covers room and board at Henderson Settlement)
Materials: Funds/pledges are needed to cover the materials cost
Contact: Jerry Lambdin 606 - 337- 3613 ext. 315 workcamp@hsumc.org

Brochure Information Letter

Classifieds
Communications Director - Christ Church, Kettering

PT Worship Leader - Christ Church, Kettering

PT Worship Leader - Eaton UMC

PT Children's Director - Christ Church, South Campus

PT Worship Leader - Hope Collective Church

PT Nursery Coordinator - Brookville Community UMC

PT Music Director - Brookville Community UMC

Recent Appointments
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