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MIV Important Information

Connect with us on Facebook: Miami Valley District UMC

Remember to bookmark our district website:
https://www.miamivalleydistrict.com/district/miamivalley/

Jots From Jim...
Revival and the Holy Spirit has been part of many conversations recently. It’s sad how
some have weaponized these critical parts of a Christian’s walk with the Lord. Sometimes
you just want to shout “Stop! We are all on the same team.” But it is what it is.
 
I have seen glimpses recently in multiple churches of what I call “an awakening.” I’m not
the smartest cookie in the box by any means of measurement, but it sure looks like the
movement of God is working in ways I have not witnessed during my ministry. It’s exciting
and refreshing. I, too, have felt the presence of God in my personal and professional walks
in life. Recently I listened to former football player Tim Tebow talk about how God is at
work in our lives in ways we do not even know.
 
There’s been a lot on my mind during this season of uncertainty in regards to a possible
brain tumor. I’m still waiting for the doctor to explain the results of the MRI and hopefully I
will know what is going on later next week. But in the meantime, I think I met the Holy Spirit
in the MRI room.
 
Being claustrophobic, having an MRI is a tough thing. I won’t go into the specifics out of
respect for those of you who also have those same challenges. Needless to say, it takes a
lot of mental focus. As I was “prepared” for the machine the technician was so kind. I had
to ask her to stop and remove the device at the beginning. We talked and we tried again
and were successful. She repeatedly said, “I am here with you.” Actually this pregnant
woman was on the other side of the wall, but thru technology she assured me for almost
50 minutes that she was there with me.
 
I believe that is what the Holy Spirit does for us. It is the way God speaks to us, even
though He is on the other side. God assures us He is there in every season, in every
procedure, in every diagnosis, in every joy and celebration. 
 
I wanted to hug the MRI woman when everything was finished but I thought that would
probably be a bit much. You don’t get a piece of candy or a sticker when you finish an
MRI. Out you go and the next person is brought into the room. All I know is that God used
this kind woman to remind me that “He is always with me.” That is the definition of the
Holy Spirit.
 
We are living in revival times, people awakening in new ways to the reality of God’s
presence. May the Holy Spirit bless you this weekend in worship. And may you hear in a
new way God’s voice say, “I am here with you.”
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Jim

Dear Friends in Christ Jesus:
 
I am most pleased to inform you that the
54th session of the West Ohio Conference will
be held in person June 1 – 3 at the Dayton
Convention Center. The location has changed
from the one previously announced to a larger
venue to accommodate our conference members.
Otterbein University is a beautiful college campus

and we are considering other events for that location in the future. I look forward to
worshipping, praying and being with the people of West Ohio.
 
When we gather in June, we will memorialize the saints who have gone before us, offer
gratitude and recognition of those who are retiring and celebrate the new clergy who will
lead us into the future. We will discuss and engage the business of the Annual Conference
and be strengthened by preaching, teaching and conversation.
 
Our theme is “Committed, Connected, Community" based on the scripture from
Hebrews 10:23-25:
“Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful. And let
us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds, not giving up
meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another—and all
the more as you see the Day approaching.”
 
When we gathered last in 2019 for an in-person Annual Conference, the Dayton area had
been hit by numerous tornados. Many feared that the city and surrounding area would
never survive. A few years and a pandemic later, the Gem City is still standing. Not the
same as they used to be, but the people encouraged one another with love and good
deeds. Now, in some ways, they are better than they imagined. Much like Dayton, The
United Methodist Church has weathered some storms. Our beloved church is different
than it was in 1968 and only God knows what we will be in 2028 nevertheless we gather in
hope, committed to God, connected to one another and in community with all God’s
children.
 
As a member of the annual conference, you will receive further information through
email, NewsNet, the conference website (westohioumc.org) and on social media.
Registration for Annual Conference will open on March 15, 2023, and you will receive
additional information around hotel room blocks by March 1st. I look forward to seeing you
in the Gem City of Dayton.
 
Your servant in Christ Jesus,
 
+Gregory V. Palmer

Listening Circles
Martin Luther King, Jr. Once said, “Our goal is to create
a beloved community and this will require a qualitative
change in our souls as well as a quantitative change in
our lives.”  It is believed that this qualitative and
quantitative change is not done in a silo, but done in a
space of love, care, listening, understanding, and even
belonging.  But this takes a moment of choice on our

part.  People of anti-racism requires a qualitative change in your souls and quantitative
change in your lives and for those around you as we listen, understand, and live in the
midst of belonging with one another and each other.  The Ohio River Valley’s Stop
Racism, Excessive Force, and Silence Racial Justice Team  invites you to take your first
steps as a beloved community that lives in belonging with our neighbor on April 22nd from



9am-12pm at New Vision United Methodist Church  as we take our next steps
through Listening Circles.  This moment will be facilitated by our West Ohio Conference’s
Director of Diversity, Inclusion, and Belonging Dernard Newell.  Are you ready to take your
next step?  If so, we encourage you to sign up before Friday, April 14 th on the link
provided below.  If you have further questions please contact Seth Lindemann at
lindemann.seth@gmail.com
 
Link for Sign Up:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0B4DAEA82CA7FC1-listening

Retiree Day Apart
Mark your calendar for the upcoming Retiree Day Apart scheduled for Wednesday, April
19, 2023 at the West Ohio Conference Center. More details to follow.

Nominations for Denman Award Due March 15
The Harry Denman Evangelism Award, sponsored by The Foundation for Evangelism,
honors United Methodists in each Annual Conference whose exceptional ministry of
evangelism brings people into a life transforming relationship with Jesus Christ. What
distinguishes a Harry Denman Evangelism Award recipient is the commitment to
consistently introduce others to the Good News of Jesus Christ in all ministry settings.
Their ministry is exceptional for the number of new Christ followers who credit encounters
with this person as critical in helping to start or reignite their faith journey. Awards are
given to clergy, laity, and youth.

Click here (https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/harry-denman-evangelism-award) for
more information and to download the nomination form. Please submit nominations to
mgrace@wocumc.org by March 15, 2023.

Lay Servant Ministry Upcoming Courses
Advance Course: Discover Your Spiritual Gifts
Friday, March 24, 2023 – 6:30 pm- 9:00 pm; Saturday, March 25, 2023 – 8:30 am –
5:00 pm
ZOOM ONLY $20.00

Book Cokesbury here or Amazon here
The early church knew about the gift of the Holy Spirit and the spiritual gifts flowing from
the Holy Spirit through the believer. Today, the church is still discovering this. Learn more
about how your spiritual gifts support your lay servant ministries. This course is one of the
required courses for Lay Speakers.
 
Register Here

Please keep Rev. Debbie Holder in your prayers. After months of treatment following a
brain bleed last fall and a cancer diagnosis, Debbie has chosen hospice care.

Debbie served churches in the Columbus area before being appointed to St. Andrew in
Beavercreek, and also served St. James in Miamisburg. As retired clergy, she has
preached at Eastmont and Memorial, and was also connected to St. Paul for some time. In
addition, she has done many memorial services through Newcomer. She also made quilts
that were distributed at various nursing homes.

Cards are welcome:
Hospice of Dayton
324 Wilmington Avenue room 10
Dayton, Ohio 45420
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Media Projector Available - Free to Good Home
Hitachi ED-S3170 Mobile Media Projector with manual, remote control and cables. Tested
and works well.

Contact Information for Responses: Tom Oxley, business@aleyumc.org, or phone 937-
426-3988 x 104

Resources

Church Audits
Every congregation needs to do a church audit, but it
doesn’t have to be a big expense or an insurmountable
obstacle.
 
There is a great Local Church Audit Guide, available
free for United Methodist churches that will take you
through the audit step by step. Going through the

process builds confidence among your financial leaders and projects transparency to your
donors. Join us as we explore the tools that can make this process easier than you think.
Click here to register.

Ask The UMC Series Available
Ask The UMC offers a series of questions and answers to help clear up some common
misperceptions or misinformation around disaffiliation.

Ask The UMC Series: Is The United Methodist Church really…?

Upcoming Events

Mark Your Calendars!
Get your calendars ready to save the dates for the exciting
opportunities West Ohio Camping and Retreat Ministries will
be offering this winter, spring, and summer!
 
Regional Camp2Go
West Ohio's Camping and Retreat staff will be traveling
across the conference to bring camping fun to each region.
These regional events will be an open house and will include
camp games, crafts, snacks, and an opportunity to register
for summer camp or ask questions.
 
Each event will run from 1pm-3pm and are free for all who
attend.
 
March 11th (ORV/MIV) Forest Chapel UMC 680 W Sharon
Rd, Cincinnati, OH 45240
 
March 18th (FTH/SHV) Coburn UMC 3618 Maple Ave,
Zanesville, OH 43701
 
March 25th (CAN/CAS) Urbana UMC 238 N Main St,
Urbana, OH 43078
Read more...

Upcoming CEU Webinars
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CEU’s are available for all Leadership Clinics. Email Terri (tmcclain@wocumc.org) if you
would like to receive continuing education for any of these Clinics.

CLERGYEDUCATION.COM
THURSDAY, March 16
KEN WILLARD: IDENTIFYING CORE VALUES OF YOUR MINISTRY

 
WEDNESDAY, March 29
TERESA STEWART – SMALL CHURCHES: DEEPENING HOLY WEEK WORSHIP

2022-2023 Appointments
The list of pastoral appointments beginning July 1, 2022 can be accessed clicking here.
 
Please refer back to these lists as they are updated frequently.
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