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Get caught up on MIV Tech Grants, YE Information, Lent Opportunities, Lay Servant
Ministry Courses in March, Other Funding Available, Leadership Webinars, Mission

Opportunities and Employment Opportunities!

Apportionments Update
Dear Friends,

Hello to you all. Please know I have been praying for our churches and pastors. I know
2020 was and extremely difficult year for everyone. Most of us know or had someone in
our immediate family that may have contracted and even died from Covid-19. Now, 2021
has come and we have all already observed Ash Wednesday. The good news for us now
is that there is a vaccine for the virus, and I would encourage you all to get vaccinated as
soon as you are able. I have had my first shot and am due to get my second on March 11,
2021. (I had no noticeable side effects.) I want to give a shot out to Dayton Grace UMC
and the Kettering Hospital Network for making the vaccine available in the West Dayton
Area. I am sure this has been more important to people in that community than anyone
could ever imagine. Thank you for taking seriously the call of Jesus to heal and give life.
You are indeed an example of how churches can partner with others in the community to
bring help, health and hope.

As we continue through the Lenten Season, I want to encourage all the Miami Valley
Church to look around the community to see what you can do to change the lives of those
who live around you. Does someone on a street near your church, or you, need food, or a
ride to get vaccinated or their snow shoveled. Is someone standing on a corner near your
house or church with a sign telling you that they are they are hungry and or/homeless?
How have you responded? Have you offered help and hope… or did you just ignore the
situation and pass on by? We have a responsibility to see with eyes of God and to feel
with the heart of God and to extend a hand to all people because God loves us and wants
us to love others as we love ourselves.

As your district staff, we try to stay in synchronicity with the needs of the churches
throughout the district. We do that by regular contact with the pastors and churches,
continuing to offer district grants to local church and community centers affiliated with the
district, and by having opportunities to share in Town Hall meetings things that might be of
interest to you. If you have a topic you would like us to address, please let our Office
Manager Terri McClain know and we will try to address that issue in one of our Town Hall
meetings. We also now have Technology Grants available in the District and are currently
willing to offer churches up to $5000.00 to upgrade their technology as a way of
connecting to new people in new places.

This is only possible because of your faithfulness in apportionment giving. Our January
numbers are down from last year but are we are collecting at the same rate we did in

https://medicine.wright.edu/med-spirit


2019. Again, I know that it was a difficult year and we have had weather event that has
caused additional issues for churches during February. But please continue to give to
your local churches and to apportionments. Last year at this time there were several
churches who had paid their apportionments in the amount of 100%. Please do not forget
to continue with your offering to the local church and district as you are able. And…We will
get through this together.

I just want to lift up a few churches in the district who had paid more than 20% of their
apportionments so far. They are:

Wares Chapel 64%
Eastmont        59%
Union                   35%
Cable                  34%
Asbury North Hampton 25%
West Manchester         24%

As you journey through this Lenten Season, I beg of you to hold each church and pastor in
prayer. I also solicit your prayer for our Bishop, Gregory V. Palmer and your West Ohio
Cabinet. As we pray let us claim God’s increase, and watch what God will do in the Miami
Valley!

Your servant in Christ,
Jocelyn Roper
Miami Valley District Superintendent

MIV Tech Grants Now Available!
We are thankful to announce the availability of new MIV Technology Grants (up to $5000)
to support the development and advancement of online ministry through the purchase of
equipment, software, services, and/or training. Churches in MIV are invited to apply for
grants by using this application. These grants are possible because of the generosity of
MIV churches who continue to faithfully pay apportionments...your faithful giving is making
a difference! Applications are due by February 28, 2021. Please
email miamivalley@wocumc.org to submit your application or if you have any questions. 

2021 Tech Grant Application

Year End Information
February 26, 2021 - Year End Reports are due today!!

You can reference the tabs below for EZRA login information and how to
instructions on completing your reports. You can also call the district office if you
have further questions at 937-869-4810.

Year End Login Info User Guide Table Instructions

Declare Community Fund - Funding Available!
The Declare Community Fund is excited to announce our SECOND round of funding!

 In 2020, our average grant amount was approximately $2,300 and covered items such as
new kitchen equipment for food relief outreach, software upgrades for church’s

presentation systems in order to do virtual services, needed repairs and maintenance to
building structures, as well as other needs. This year we continue to be blown away by the
generosity of our donors and are happy to announce that we are now taking applications

for a second round of funding. Since we will be receiving donations through the application
period, we will not know exactly how much we will have until the end. 
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If you are with a Church or Nonprofit in the Greater Dayton area and would like to find out

how to qualify and apply for a grant, please click HERE to go to our Community Fund
page. We will be accepting applications now through March 31st.  After that date, a

Grant Review Committee will review applications for acceptance.

Nominations for Harry Denman Awards are due
March 15, 2021

The Harry Denman Evangelism Award, sponsored by The Foundation for Evangelism,
honors United Methodists in each Annual Conference whose exceptional ministry of
evangelism brings people into a life transforming relationship with Jesus Christ.
 
What distinguishes a Harry Denman Evangelism Award recipient is the commitment to
consistently introduce others to the Good News of Jesus Christ in all ministry settings.
Their ministry is exceptional for the number of new Christ followers who credit encounters
with this person as critical in helping to start or reignite their faith journey. Awards are
given to clergy, laity, and youth. Please submit nominations by March 15, 2021 to
Mariellyn Grace.

Nomination forms can be found here

LAY SERVANT MINISTRY CLASSES
DISCOVER YOUR SPIRITUAL GIFTS
This course helps participants understand spiritual gifts and how the church can use them
to fulfill its mission and ministry. Participants will also learn what it means to be a spiritual
leader and will be equipped to lead others in exploring and using their spiritual gifts.
This course will be held via zoom in 5 sessions on 4 days.  All sessions need to be
attended in order to receive a certificate.
Session 1 - Sunday, March 14, 6-8pm
Session 2 - Wednesday, March 17, 7-9pm
Session 3 & 4 - Saturday, March 20, 10am - 2:30pm
Session 5 - Wednesday, March 24, 7-9pm
REGISTER HERE

From Social Media to Social Ministry:
A Guide to Digital Discipleship

New! Social Media Grants of up to $1000 available to
Workshop Participants!

 
During this month's Leadership Clinic, Bishop Palmer’s guest will be Pastor Nona Jones,
the globally renowned expert on social media ministry. Nona will provide her unique point
of view on the age of digital discipleship from her bestselling book “From Social Media to
Social Ministry.” You’ll learn practical steps to take your church’s ministry and discipleship
to the next level, into the digital age. Bring your questions and be prepared to learn.

 
During this Clinic, we will launch Communication Grants to begin or enhance your
church’s communication and social media ministry. Participation in the Clinic will
make your church eligible to receive a grant of up to $1,000. Grants will be awarded
first-come, first-served, with an application deadline of March 18. “We are excited to
offer communication support and resources for our churches through this current season
of ministry,” says Kay Panovec, Director of Communications. To that end, in addition to
these grants, the conference will offer FREE cohorts with additional training and
personalized coaching for those who want to maximize their church communications.
Learn more about the cohorts during the March 4 Clinic. 
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Nona Jones is an author, speaker, and head of Faith-Based Partnerships at Facebook. An
expert in expanding the influence of the Gospel through social technology, she coined the
term “Social Ministry,” and partners with churches and ministries to help them fulfill the
Great Commission through digital impact. Check out her new book: From Social Media to
Social Ministry
 
Join us Thursday, March 4, 2021 from 10:00am – 12:00pm for this live, virtual event
featuring a presentation from Nona, an interview hosted by Bishop Palmer, and a live
Q&A. To register, go to Bishop Palmer's Leadership Clinics - March Edition | West
Ohio Conference of The United Methodist Church (westohioumc.org) or search for
the event on the West Ohio Conference website. The cost to attend for West Ohio leaders
is $20 (for leaders outside of West Ohio the cost is $40). DEADLINE to register is
Sunday, February 28 at Midnight. 
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Holy Rhythm: Reclaiming Sabbath Rest

Webinar | March 4, 2021 | 9:30-11:30 a.m. ET
When was the last time you rested? 
I mean, really rested — not sleeping more or watching more Netflix. I'm talking about what
the Bible calls Sabbath rest. The kind of rest where we cease striving from all our work
and simply rest in the Lord. Where we sit and meditate on the Word. Where we fall on our
knees in prayer. Where we enjoy a good meal with friends or family and talk about what
the Lord is teaching each of us.
The question is, then, do you have this rhythm of rest in your life?
I invite you to join the Pohly Leadership Center on March 4, 2021, for Holy Rhythm:
Reclaiming Sabbath Rest. During this 2-hour webinar, Rev. Dr. Dan Gildner will help us
unpack what this "rhythm of rest" looks like in modern Christian life.  
Learn more or register, go to  united.edu/holy-rhythm-webinar.

2021 ANNUAL CONFERENCE
2021 ANNUAL CONFERENCE: June 6 - 7, 2021, to be held virtually

The 52nd session of the West Ohio Conference will be held Sunday June 6, 2:00 p.m. –
6:00 p.m. and Monday, June 7, 8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. Bishop Palmer and the Planning
Committee unanimously decided to hold a virtual conference since the COVID pandemic
is still a serious concern. The theme of Annual Conference is “Run the race with
perseverance” based on the scripture Hebrews12:1-3.
 
“A vaccination is here and brings great hope. However, it is unclear as to how many
people will be vaccinated by June. So, we must forge on with our plans to care for the
business of the annual conference,” said Bishop Gregory V. Palmer. "I have great hope
and anticipation that we will come together again in a foreseeable future.”
 
More details will be made available in the weeks to come. 

WE ARE CURRENTLY FILLING AT-LARGE DELEGATES FOR THE
DISTRICT!

We want to stress what the expectations/qualifications are for this important position in the
life of our Conference, District and local churches and the consequences for the future.
We are looking for leaders who have been active participants in their congregation and
who are spiritually-minded. They must desire to represent not only the people of their local
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church but this region as well. We are looking for committed people who love Christ,
others and in particular the United Methodist Church. The decisions made regarding
recommendations and the election of delegates to General and Jurisdictional Conferences
are crucial to our future together. If you sign up to be an At-Large Delegate then it is
expected that you will attend the 2021 Virtual West Ohio Annual Conference barring some
unforeseen emergency. We will create a waiting list just in case someone cannot attend.

If you would like to be an At-Large Delegate for this year's virtual annual conference,
please complete the form below. I realize that some of you as recurring At-Large Lay
Delegates have completed this form in the past, however, we are asking you to complete
the form again this year. We appreciate your due diligence in this process. If you have any
questions, please don't hesitate to contact the district office on their cell phone 937-869-
4810.
https://www.miamivalleydistrict.com/district/miamivalley/webform/miv-2021-annual-
conference-large-member-application

West Ohio VIM Teams Plan to Return to Mexico
Four West Ohio Volunteers in Mission teams plan to travel to Mexico in 2021 – in May,
July, September and November. Last year, all but January’s team was cancelled due to
the coronavirus pandemic, which contributed to a shortfall in funding for the Methodist
ministries in Mexico. With a vaccine on the way, and better safeguards now in place on
both sides of the border, the VIM team leaders feel it is time to return. Mission teams to
Mexico are coordinated through Manos Juntas, the licensed healthcare ministry of the
Methodist Church of Mexico. Each short-term mission consists of two to three days of
mission service along with travel and set up. Each team is comprised of medical
professionals (doctors, nurse practitioners, physician assistants, specialists, nurses and
dieticians), translators, pastors, educators and people willing to share the love of Jesus.
Some teams also include a construction project and/or visiting the children's home. For
more information, or to register online, visit www.westohioumc.org/mexicovim. 

2021 Mission Opportunity
Mission Opportunity for Building a House in the Henderson Settlement Area during
the Spring and Summer of 2021
 
What: The Henderson Settlement VIM/SOWER Home Build Program constructs new
housing in the area served by Henderson Settlement for people who have lost their
homes.
Objective: To construct a house from the foundation up for a family in need
Where: Henderson Settlement, Frakes KY (Part of the Red Bird Missionary Conference)
When: May 2 - 8 & 9 - 15; July 11-17 & 18-24; Aug. 15-21 & 22-28 of 2021
Cost: $250/volunteer (covers room and board at Henderson Settlement)
Materials: Funds/pledges are needed to cover the materials cost
Contact: Jerry Lambdin 606 - 337- 3613 ext. 315 workcamp@hsumc.org

Brochure Information Letter

Classifieds
Communications Director - Christ Church, Kettering

PT Worship Leader - Christ Church, Kettering

PT Worship Leader - Eaton UMC

PT Children's Director - Christ Church, South Campus
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Military Chaplain, Ohio Air National Guard

PT Worship Leader - Hope Collective Church

PT Nursery Coordinator - Brookville Community UMC

PT Music Director - Brookville Community UMC

Recent Appointments

Dixon Church's Garden
Check out Dixon UMC in action utilizing the resources and talents of their congregation!

For two years Edna Robinson, Ida Hamilton, several members from the church and the
children from Juvenile Courts worked in the garden to provide fresh fruits and vegetables
for the community. Fast forward it is estimated that the garden has provided 100’s of lbs.
of vegetables to the community and several feeding programs in the Miami Valley District.

Read the full article here!
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