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Connect with us on Facebook: Miami Valley District UMC
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Jots From Jim...
As we begin yet another Lenten journey I want to see the rabbit on Easter. What? Let me
explain.

The 40 days of Lent helps to prepare us for Easter Sunday. As I shared this past Ash
Wednesday in worship, your Easter celebration is only as good as your Lenten
discipline. During Lent this year I want to pray in a new way. I want to include confession
and repentance as a daily practice. I want to admit or confess every day of the things I do
wrong. I want to repent every day also, turning away from sin. I googled “repent” recently
and found a definition that suggested repenting is “re-arranging your entire way of
thinking….to forsake that which is wrong.”

One of the things I need to “re-arrange my thinking” about involves how I perceive
people. In all honesty some people make me feel comfortable for a variety of reasons.

I remember when our son was alive. Completely incapacitated for nearly 19 years his
condition made a lot of people uncomfortable. Not everyone, but many folks didn’t know
what to do or not to do around Brad and his wheelchair.

When Brad was in first grade at Celina East Elementary I remember apologizing to the
teacher if Brad was a burden on the class. The teacher firmly said to me, “Stop. I asked for
your son to be in my room.”

She went on to tell me about the day they read a story about a rabbit. Each first-grader
had a part to read or act in the story. It was Brad’s classmates, children he never saw
because of blindness and never heard because of his deafness, and never walked or
played with because of his brain damage, who told the teacher, “We need a rabbit. Brad
can be the rabbit!” The children said, “All he has to do is sit there and be still.” So that day
our son got to be the star of the story. He got to be the rabbit because children could see
possibilities and opportunities that even his father could not see.

On Easter morning this year I want to see the rabbit. Through confession and repentance,
by admitting I am wrong and striving to re-arrange my way of thinking, I want to see the
power of the resurrection in a way I have never seen before. But to have that type of
Easter means I have to invest in the journey. Join me for 40 days of conditioning through
confession and repentance to see what we have never seen before.

Jim
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Dear Friends in Christ Jesus:
 
I am most pleased to inform you that the
54th session of the West Ohio Conference will
be held in person June 1 – 3 at the Dayton
Convention Center. The location has changed
from the one previously announced to a larger
venue to accommodate our conference members.
Otterbein University is a beautiful college campus

and we are considering other events for that location in the future. I look forward to
worshipping, praying and being with the people of West Ohio.
 
When we gather in June, we will memorialize the saints who have gone before us, offer
gratitude and recognition of those who are retiring and celebrate the new clergy who will
lead us into the future. We will discuss and engage the business of the Annual Conference
and be strengthened by preaching, teaching and conversation.
 
Our theme is “Committed, Connected, Community" based on the scripture from
Hebrews 10:23-25:
“Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful. And let
us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds, not giving up
meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another—and all
the more as you see the Day approaching.”
 
When we gathered last in 2019 for an in-person Annual Conference, the Dayton area had
been hit by numerous tornados. Many feared that the city and surrounding area would
never survive. A few years and a pandemic later, the Gem City is still standing. Not the
same as they used to be, but the people encouraged one another with love and good
deeds. Now, in some ways, they are better than they imagined. Much like Dayton, The
United Methodist Church has weathered some storms. Our beloved church is different
than it was in 1968 and only God knows what we will be in 2028 nevertheless we gather in
hope, committed to God, connected to one another and in community with all God’s
children.
 
As a member of the annual conference, you will receive further information through
email, NewsNet, the conference website (westohioumc.org) and on social media.
Registration for Annual Conference will open on March 15, 2023, and you will receive
additional information around hotel room blocks by March 1st. I look forward to seeing you
in the Gem City of Dayton.
 
Your servant in Christ Jesus,
 
+Gregory V. Palmer

Lay Members At Large
Each year our district is allowed a certain number of Lay Members at-Large to balance out
clergy and laity at Annual Conference. This year, the West Ohio Annual Conference is
being held June 1st-3rd at the Dayton Convention Center.
 
If you are interested in attending Annual Conference to learn about the business of the
conference and represent our district with voice and vote, please complete this document,
click here, have it signed by your pastor and return it to the district office by Monday,
March 6. It can be scanned and emailed to miamivalley@wocumc.org.

Retiree Day Apart
Mark your calendar for the upcoming Retiree Day Apart scheduled for Wednesday, April
19, 2023 at the West Ohio Conference Center. More details to follow.

https://files.constantcontact.com/59370948001/a1fb81b0-3689-4141-84fe-29b0ddb84140.pdf
mailto:creed@wocumc.org


Nominations for Denman Award Due March 15
The Harry Denman Evangelism Award, sponsored by The Foundation for Evangelism,
honors United Methodists in each Annual Conference whose exceptional ministry of
evangelism brings people into a life transforming relationship with Jesus Christ. What
distinguishes a Harry Denman Evangelism Award recipient is the commitment to
consistently introduce others to the Good News of Jesus Christ in all ministry settings.
Their ministry is exceptional for the number of new Christ followers who credit encounters
with this person as critical in helping to start or reignite their faith journey. Awards are
given to clergy, laity, and youth.

Click here (https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/harry-denman-evangelism-award) for
more information and to download the nomination form. Please submit nominations to
mgrace@wocumc.org by March 15, 2023.

Lay Servant Ministry Upcoming Courses
 
Advance Course: Discover Your Spiritual Gifts
Friday, March 24, 2023 – 6:30 pm- 9:00 pm; Saturday, March 25, 2023 – 8:30 am –
5:00 pm
ZOOM ONLY $20.00

Book Cokesbury here or Amazon here
The early church knew about the gift of the Holy Spirit and the spiritual gifts flowing from
the Holy Spirit through the believer. Today, the church is still discovering this. Learn more
about how your spiritual gifts support your lay servant ministries. This course is one of the
required courses for Lay Speakers.
 
Register Here

Life Together in the United Methodist Connection-Advanced Course (Ohio River
Valley District)
What we believe about God and God’s relation to the world shapes who we are and how
we organize our church. Participants will learn United Methodism’s principles and
structure, and the relationship between our beliefs, mission, and practice.
 
Offered via Zoom on the following dates from 7-9pm:
Sunday, March 12 Tuesday, March 14
Thursday, March 16 Sunday, March 19
Tuesday, March 21

Register Here

West Ohio Conference Ministry Intern Program – Mentor and
Host Church Application
The West Ohio Conference Ministry Interns (formerly the Next Generations Leadership
Ministry Intern Program) is now taking applications for Mentors/Host Churches for the
summer of 2023. For clergy and congregations with a passion for developing young
leaders, this is a great opportunity to mentor a young person who has a desire to serve in
the church and explore a call to ministry.
 
The applications are located online at West Ohio Looking for Ministry Interns, Mentors &
Churches | West Ohio Conference of The United Methodist Church (westohioumc.org).
The deadline for the Mentor-Host Church Application is February 24, 2023.
 
For questions, please contact Rev. Donnetta Peaks, dpeaks@wocumc.org or call 614-
844-6200, 314.

Year-End Reports
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Several people have reached out about the Year End Reports for 2022. Usually, churches
have received the forms needed to complete these reports by the end of December. This
year there are some updates that need to be made to the system and there is a delay in
the reports being sent out. The issue is being worked on and the paperwork for the reports
will be sent as soon as possible. Thank you for your patience!
 
Annual Reports
The Annual Reports (Fund Balance, Parsonage Inspection, Trustee Legal & Property,
Historical updates) will be due June 1st. They can be found on the West Ohio Conference
website under the MyChurch tab. You must be logged in to access them. Go to the Annual
Reporting tab and then to the year 2023 to find the report you want to complete.

Reminder: Annual Conference Legislation Deadline is March 1
As stipulated in our conference rules, all legislation must be submitted to and received by
the Conference Secretary Chris Clough by 11:59 p.m., Wednesday, March 1. Any
legislation received after that date will be returned. The maker of that legislation can
decide if they want to suspend the rules for consideration of the Annual Conference body.
Legislation should be sent to me at: Conference Secretary, Chris Clough at
cclough@wocumc.org

Resources

Church Audits
Every congregation needs to do a church audit, but
it doesn’t have to be a big expense or an
insurmountable obstacle.
 
There is a great Local Church Audit Guide,
available free for United Methodist churches that will
take you through the audit step by step. Going
through the process builds confidence among your

financial leaders and projects transparency to your donors. Join us as we explore the tools
that can make this process easier than you think. Click here to register.

Upcoming Events

Mark Your Calendars!
Get your calendars ready to save the dates for the exciting
opportunities West Ohio Camping and Retreat Ministries will
be offering this winter, spring, and summer!
 
Regional Camp2Go
West Ohio's Camping and Retreat staff will be traveling
across the conference to bring camping fun to each region.
These regional events will be an open house and will include
camp games, crafts, snacks, and an opportunity to register
for summer camp or ask questions.
 
Each event will run from 1pm-3pm and are free for all who
attend.
February 25th (NWP/MWD) First UMC Bowling Green 1526
E. Wooster St, Bowling Green, OH 43402
 
March 11th (ORV/MIV) Forest Chapel UMC 680 W Sharon
Rd, Cincinnati, OH 45240
 
March 18th (FTH/SHV) Coburn UMC 3618 Maple Ave,
Zanesville, OH 43701

mailto:cclough@wocumc.org
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March 25th (CAN/CAS) Urbana UMC 238 N Main St,
Urbana, OH 43078
Read more...

Virtual ERT Recertification Class Set for
March 11
On Saturday, March 11, from 9am-1pm, West Ohio will hold

a virtual ERT recertification training using ZOOM. The four-hour course will be taught by
West Ohio ERT trainers and is approved by UMCOR. Registrants must complete a
background check and submit a photo prior to the training in order to participate. The
class is only for West Ohio and East Ohio ERT’s who have already completed the 8-hour
basic course and need to recertify. Cost of the training is $20.

Click here (https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/event/virtual-ert-recertification-class-
2) for more information or to register.

Questions? Email mgrace@wocumc.org

Part Time Food Pantry Manager Position at Fairview UMC
10 hours per week, $25/hour.

More information can be found here

Upcoming CEU Webinars
CEU’s are available for all Leadership Clinics. Email Terri (tmcclain@wocumc.org) if you
would like to receive continuing education for any of these Clinics.

Hope and Healing
A Six-Week Continuing Education Class
in Partnership with Garrett Evangelical Seminary
April 11 – May 19, 2023
Life is diffult! Roles, relationships, and the culture are in constant change. Sometimes grief
overwhelms us for it may feel daunting to carry on through the cultural shifting tides of life.
Instability threatens to knock us from our center in faith. With renowned spiritual guides,
Henri Nouwen and Joyce Rupp, through these six-weeks we will:

Discover Five Movements through Hard Times.
Engage a spirituality of change and transfiguration.
Identify the four elements of praying our goodbyes.
Explore new ways of living through grief, anxiety, stressors, and the complexity of
the world.
Practice living everyday with hope and healing.

1.5 CEU credits - Cost: $150.

Registration and complete information
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https://garrettseminary.wufoo.com/forms/rn1vyp40gh43pv/

Registration deadline is March 1, 2023

Questions, please contact Brenda at Brenda@livingstreamsflowingwater.com

CLERGYEDUCATION.COM
Feb 28
KEVIN SLIMP: EVEN MORE WAYS TO EFFECTIVELY COMMUNICATE WITH YOUR
CHURCH AND COMMUNITY

2022-2023 Appointments
The list of pastoral appointments beginning July 1, 2022 can be accessed clicking here.
 
Please refer back to these lists as they are updated frequently.
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