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Get caught up on MIV Tech Grants, YE Information, Annual Leadership Training, Lent
Opportunities, Leadership Webinars, Mission Opportunities and Employment

Opportunities!

MIV Tech Grants Now Available!
We are thankful to announce the availability of new MIV Technology Grants (up to $5000)
to support the development and advancement of online ministry through the purchase of
equipment, software, services, and/or training. Churches in MIV are invited to apply for
grants by using this application. These grants are possible because of the generosity of
MIV churches who continue to faithfully pay apportionments...your faithful giving is making
a difference! Applications are due by February 28, 2021. Please
email miamivalley@wocumc.org to submit your application or if you have any questions. 

2021 Tech Grant Application

Year End Information
February 26, 2021 - Year End Reports are due.

Each church should have received their packet in the last week. Any questions
please call the District Office, 937-869-4810.

Annual Leadership Training for Laity & Clergy
Virtual Training Event

Moving Forward: Creating a Nimble Church is scheduled for Saturday,
February 13th, 2021.

mailto:miamivalley@wocumc.org
https://files.constantcontact.com/59370948001/73239f80-4b1a-4b86-affd-5b7aae03d54c.docx


The West Ohio Conference is pleased to offer this online training to our pastors and
church leadership across the conference this year, featuring three nationally-known,
dynamic speakers. We hope that they will inspire you with ideas about how to navigate
beyond our current environment and work together to reach others and make Disciples for
Jesus Christ. Because we know that different-sized churches face different challenges,
this event will feature workshop tracks focused on both small churches and on medium-
sized/larger churches.
 
The Rev. Dr. F. Douglas Powe, Jr. will be the keynote speaker at this event as well. Dr.
Powe is the Director of the Lewis Center for Church Leadership. An ordained elder in the
Baltimore/Washington Annual Conference of The United Methodist Church, he is
committed to helping urban congregations and congregations in transitional areas to
flourish through community partnering. His research interest are church revitalization,
urban theology and Methodist theology.
 
More information and a registration link can be found here.

You must register by Wednesday, February 3rd at 5:00 pm

ASH WEDNESDAY
Churches are starting to discuss ways to hold Ash Wednesday services during the
pandemic. It is up to each church to determine what will work best for them.
Some ideas that have been suggested include:

Holding virtual or in-person worship and symbolically making the sign of the cross
together, without using actual ashes.
Putting ashes on small squares of burlap or in disposable communion cups and
passing those out for self-imposition.
Holding drive-through ash imposition.
When doing ash imposition it was suggested to use disposable cotton swabs. (The
6-inch long cotton swabs are $7 for 200 on Amazon.)
Note that if you are holding a virtual Ash Wednesday service you might remind
people not to use ashes from their fireplace as they can cause alkali burns.

2021 UMW LENTEN BIBLE STUDY
The UMW will be holding a Virtual Lenten Study on Thursdays @ 7pm from February 18 -
March 18. They are using the book, Women Rise Up, Sacred Stories of Resistance for
Today's Revolution by Katey Zeh.
You probably have listened and read the Bible stories of Women--named and unnamed--
many times. This Lenten season we invite you to re-acquaint yourself with these stories
and explore them from the perspective and place where you find yourself in 2021. Along
with our Bibles, we will be using the text, Women Rise Up, by Katey Zeh, to expand our
reference points and reflect on the culture we live in. Katey encourages us to look beyond
the words on the page and see how these ancient stories intersect with issues women are
currently facing.
Each week of Lent, we will come together via Zoom to focus on one of these stories.
We will find layers of richness that come from our reflecting and sharing as a group.
This is not just a study for women. Men are also invited and encouraged to register.

Registration Link: https://forms.gle/F1jeG9A6MdWA7un59
Download flyer here

GLOBAL VILLAGE LEARNING CENTER
Initiates certificate level classes with focus on Community Leadership
and Redevelopment
VIRTUAL CLASSES:

https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/news/moving-forward-creating-nimble-church
https://forms.gle/F1jeG9A6MdWA7un59
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Global Village announces 5 Class topics: Community Mental Health, John Wesley for the
21st Century, Urban Mysticism, Women and the Bible,  and Young Adult Engagement
FREE INTRODUCTORY SESSION:
Each class meets once each week  the Week of February 25 – the week of March 1,
2021. Contact the Learning Center Coordinator by phone or email for the day each class
meets and to register at no cost.
URBAN CONNECTIONS ESTABLISHED:
Leadership of the program includes a collective of faith community leaders from Urban
Communities in the region: Dayton, Springfield, and Columbus. These are leaders
committed to global redemption and changing perspectives from the inside out.
REQUIREMENTS FOR CERTIFICATION:
Take the first step toward the completion of 6 classes.
Obtain more information and connect to us at the Global Village Learning Center TODAY!
globalvillageLC@gmail.com

Bishop Palmer's - LEADERSHIP CLINICS
Knowing how to navigate the church in a pandemic is a
challenge. Adapting and improving the way we lead
during this season is a must. Bishop Gregory Palmer’s
Leadership Clinics are live, online opportunities to give
you access to leadership insights from local, national, and
global leaders. These proven influencers will challenge
and inspire you, regardless of your title or position. You’ll
have the opportunity not only to hear from these leaders,
but also to have some of your questions answered.
When we focus on growing our leadership skills for
positive kingdom influence, we can strengthen
relationships and maximize the church’s impact, leading
to transformation in our communities. We hope you’ll join
Bishop Palmer and his guests for these monthly
Leadership Clinics.

MARCH CLINIC:
From Social Media to Social Ministry: A Guide to Digital
Discipleship
During this month's Leadership Clinic, Bishop Palmer’s guest will be Pastor Nona Jones,
the globally renowned expert on social media ministry. Nona will provide her unique point
of view on the age of digital discipleship from her bestselling book “From Social Media to
Social Ministry.” You’ll learn practical steps to take your church’s ministry and discipleship
to the next level, into the digital age. Bring your questions and be prepared to learn.
Nona Jones is an author, speaker, and head of Faith-Based Partnerships at Facebook. An
expert in expanding the influence of the Gospel through social technology, she coined the
term “Social Ministry,” and partners with churches and ministries to help them fulfill the
Great Commission through digital impact. Check out her new book: From Social Media to
Social Ministry
 
Join us Thursday, March 4, 2021 from 10:00am – 12:00pm for this live, virtual event
featuring a presentation from Nona, an interview hosted by Bishop Palmer, and a live
Q&A. To register, go to Bishop Palmer's Leadership Clinics - March Edition | West Ohio Conference
of The United Methodist Church (westohioumc.org) or search for the event on the West Ohio
Conference website. The cost to attend for West Ohio leaders is $20 (for leaders outside
of West Ohio the cost is $40). 

Holy Rhythm: Reclaiming Sabbath Rest

Webinar | March 4, 2021 | 9:30-11:30 a.m. ET
When was the last time you rested? 
I mean, really rested — not sleeping more or watching more Netflix. I'm talking about
what the Bible calls Sabbath rest. The kind of rest where we cease striving from all
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https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/event/bishop-palmers-leadership-clinics-march-edition


our work and simply rest in the Lord. Where we sit and meditate on the Word.
Where we fall on our knees in prayer. Where we enjoy a good meal with friends or
family and talk about what the Lord is teaching each of us.
The question is, then, do you have this rhythm of rest in your life?
I invite you to join the Pohly Leadership Center on March 4, 2021, for Holy Rhythm:
Reclaiming Sabbath Rest. During this 2-hour webinar, Rev. Dr. Dan Gildner will help
us unpack what this "rhythm of rest" looks like in modern Christian life.  
Learn more or register, go to united.edu/holy-rhythm-webinar.

2021 ANNUAL CONFERENCE
2021 ANNUAL CONFERENCE: June 6 - 7, 2021, to be held virtually

The 52nd session of the West Ohio Conference will be held Sunday June 6, 2:00 p.m. –
6:00 p.m. and Monday, June 7, 8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. Bishop Palmer and the Planning
Committee unanimously decided to hold a virtual conference since the COVID pandemic
is still a serious concern. The theme of Annual Conference is “Run the race with
perseverance” based on the scripture Hebrews12:1-3.
 
“A vaccination is here and brings great hope. However, it is unclear as to how many
people will be vaccinated by June. So, we must forge on with our plans to care for the
business of the annual conference,” said Bishop Gregory V. Palmer. "I have great hope
and anticipation that we will come together again in a foreseeable future.”
 
More details will be made available in the weeks to come. 

WE ARE CURRENTLY FILLING AT-LARGE DELEGATES FOR THE
DISTRICT!

We want to stress what the expectations/qualifications are for this important position in the
life of our Conference, District and local churches and the consequences for the future.
We are looking for leaders who have been active participants in their congregation and
who are spiritually-minded. They must desire to represent not only the people of their local
church but this region as well. We are looking for committed people who love Christ,
others and in particular the United Methodist Church. The decisions made regarding
recommendations and the election of delegates to General and Jurisdictional Conferences
are crucial to our future together. If you sign up to be an At-Large Delegate then it is
expected that you will attend the 2021 Virtual West Ohio Annual Conference barring some
unforeseen emergency. We will create a waiting list just in case someone cannot attend.

If you would like to be an At-Large Delegate for this year's virtual annual conference,
please complete the form below. I realize that some of you as recurring At-Large Lay
Delegates have completed this form in the past, however, we are asking you to complete
the form again this year. We appreciate your due diligence in this process. If you have any
questions, please don't hesitate to contact the district office on their cell phone 937-869-
4810.
https://www.miamivalleydistrict.com/district/miamivalley/webform/miv-2021-annual-
conference-large-member-application

ALL IN COMMUNITY
Monthly Ministry Development

In a world wrecked by big changes, many of us have
discovered that consistency and companionship are two
things we need most to keep moving forward. In 2021, All
In Community is offering three monthly opportunities
designed for mutual discipleship and encouraging
engagement. Each offering will harness the collective
compassion, wisdom, and innovation from the group
gathered online as we seek to bring hope and healing in the midst of harmful
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circumstances. Mark your calendar and plan to participate in the following monthly events:
Every Second Saturday Series – Topics include caring for victims, emerging
ministry perspectives and practices, trauma-informed ministry and creating healing
communities for reentry. 2nd Saturdays @ 10AM on Zoom. Register here
(https://wocumc.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJ0ucO2grjMuG9x8YXKRbSNRzxf0Sj4Q
OWAi)
Saturday Circles – Join the restorative environment of a Listening Circle, where
topics include the pandemic’s impact, family incarceration, victimization and racial
justice. 4th Saturdays @ 10-11:30AM on Zoom. Register here
(https://wocumc.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJIqc-
ivpz4uGNdQ8N2y82eJKecof6GwqdbJ)
Ministry Mondays – Learn about specific All In Community ministry pathways such
as HOPE Letters ministry, AIC Grants & Community Engagement, and the 72-Hour
Pack Pilot Project. 4th Mondays @ 7:00-8:30PM on Zoom. Register here
(https://wocumc.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJAod-mpqzkrG9WAw-
mlQnudPIW8QnBgzkn_)

For more information, email allincommunity@wocumc.org.

Virtual ERT Recertification - February 20
On Saturday, February 20, from 9am-1pm, West Ohio will hold a virtual ERT recertification
class using ZOOM online. The four-hour course will be taught by West Ohio ERT trainers
and is approved by UMCOR. Registrants must complete a background check and submit
a photo prior to the training in order to participate. The class is only for ERT’s who have
already completed the 8-hour basic course and need to recertify. The class costs $20 and
is limited to 15 participants, so register now! Click here
(https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/event/virtual-ert-recertification-class) for more
information or to register. Questions? Email mgrace@wocumc.org.

West Ohio VIM Teams Plan to Return to Mexico
Four West Ohio Volunteers in Mission teams plan to travel to Mexico in 2021 – in May,
July, September and November. Last year, all but January’s team was cancelled due to
the coronavirus pandemic, which contributed to a shortfall in funding for the Methodist
ministries in Mexico. With a vaccine on the way, and better safeguards now in place on
both sides of the border, the VIM team leaders feel it is time to return. Mission teams to
Mexico are coordinated through Manos Juntas, the licensed healthcare ministry of the
Methodist Church of Mexico. Each short-term mission consists of two to three days of
mission service along with travel and set up. Each team is comprised of medical
professionals (doctors, nurse practitioners, physician assistants, specialists, nurses and
dieticians), translators, pastors, educators and people willing to share the love of Jesus.
Some teams also include a construction project and/or visiting the children's home. For
more information, or to register online, visit www.westohioumc.org/mexicovim. 

2021 Mission Opportunity
Mission Opportunity for Building a House in the Henderson Settlement Area during
the Spring and Summer of 2021
 
What: The Henderson Settlement VIM/SOWER Home Build Program constructs new
housing in the area served by Henderson Settlement for people who have lost their
homes.
Objective: To construct a house from the foundation up for a family in need
Where: Henderson Settlement, Frakes KY (Part of the Red Bird Missionary Conference)
When: May 2 - 8 & 9 - 15; July 11-17 & 18-24; Aug. 15-21 & 22-28 of 2021
Cost: $250/volunteer (covers room and board at Henderson Settlement)
Materials: Funds/pledges are needed to cover the materials cost
Contact: Jerry Lambdin 606 - 337- 3613 ext. 315 workcamp@hsumc.org
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Brochure Information Letter

Classifieds
Pt Children's Director - Christ Church, South Campus

Military Chaplain, Ohio Air National Guard

PT Worship Leader - Hope Collective Church

PT Nursery Coordinator - Brookville Community UMC

PT Music Director - Brookville Community UMC

Recent Appointments

https://files.constantcontact.com/59370948001/f245876b-d9d5-4a36-801c-1f514b6b613e.docx
https://files.constantcontact.com/59370948001/a56e1b47-c78f-4f0a-8d66-c02be17396e7.docx
https://www.miamivalleydistrict.com/district/miamivalley/classified/christ-church-south-campus-pt-childrens-director
https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/classified/ohio-air-national-guard-military-chaplain
https://www.miamivalleydistrict.com/district/miamivalley/classified/part-time-worship-leader-hope-collective-church
https://www.miamivalleydistrict.com/district/miamivalley/classified/pt-nursery-coordinator-brookville-community-umc
https://www.miamivalleydistrict.com/district/miamivalley/classified/pt-music-director-brookville-community-umc
https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/recent-appointments

