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Jots From Jim...
Focus. That’s all I expected from the technician. Focus. I didn’t care about her office, her
music selection, or her life story. Just focus.
 
This week it was time for my annual physical which includes the infamous blood draw for
lab tests. As the music from her phone played rather loudly for a lab office, she said “which
arm?” I told her to try the left arm. As the music played she just couldn’t get comfortable in
her search for a vein. I politely shared that maybe “we” want to try the right arm. The music
continued playing, chit chat conversation unfolded, and the blood flowed into the vials from
the right arm.
 
The moment came during the process when she realized I was a pastor. “I am a little
uneasy about my music selection now that I know you are a pastor.”  I smiled, but wanted
to say, “Focus. Keep your eye on the needle and blood flow. Focus.”
 
All was well. It didn’t kill me. The lab results were all within the normal range. Life if
good. But the whole experience raised within me a new appreciation of music. Not so
much what genre of music we like, but more of what music we make with our lives for
others to hear. What is the genre of music that comes from our lives?
 
Psalm 100 calls us to “Make a joyful noise unto the Lord.” I must confess that often my
“noise” isn’t “joyful.” Sometimes I want to shout for everyone just to “focus” on the matter
at hand. I know those attitudes do nothing for the harmony of humanity that I believe God
expects from His people.
 
As we approach yet another weekend of worship may we find our tune, share our song,
and make a melody of peace as the body of Christ. Make a joyful noise as you worship,
work, live, and play this week.
 
Jim

Let's Reimagine Lent Nov 17th
Church leaders and clergy, join us for a virtual zoom meeting on Nov 17th at 7:00pm as
we reimagine our Lenten Resources for 2023. Easter will be here before we know it and
we want to be ready. If you would like take part as we create these free resources for our
churches, please RSVP to Cortney at creed@wocumc.org A zoom link will be sent out by
Nov 15th.

Head over to our Facebook page to see our promo video for the event. Click here to head
over to our Facebook page

MIV - Regional Charge Conferences

mailto:creed@wocumc.org
https://www.facebook.com/miamivalleydistrict


As we enter the Fall season, we know that one of items that needs our attention is our
annual charge conferences. This is always an important time together as we elect church
officers, establish compensation packages, and review our membership rolls.

Sunday, November 13  Montgomery County (three times 3pm/4:30pm/6:00pm)
Monday, November 14  Preble County 6:30pm
Tuesday, November 15  Shelby County 6:30pm
Wednesday, November 16 Make up date - Open to all counties 6:30pm
 
We are asking each church to have their church discussions individually prior to the
regional charge conferences.

Click on the link to schedule your church's regional charge conference
now. https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e48a4a629a1f5c70-annual
Please complete your 2022 Charge Conference paperwork online at
www.westohioumc.org

2023 Minimum Salary Guidelines can be found here.
 
Additional instructions can be found here.

West Ohio Welcomes the Return of
Bishop Gregory and Cynthia Palmer
Please join together in welcoming the return
of Bishop Gregory V. Palmer and his wife, Cynthia,
to West Ohio. Bishop Palmer has been the
Resident Bishop of the Ohio West Area since 2012.
With his reassignment at the North Central
Jurisdictional Conference last week, he will remain

resident bishop of the West Ohio Conference for the remainder of this quadrennium, until
August 31, 2024.
 
He was elected to the episcopacy by the North Central Jurisdictional Conference in 2000
and served the Iowa Area until assuming responsibilities in the Illinois Area in 2008. In
2021 The Council of Bishops of The United Methodist Church temporarily assigned
Bishop Gregory V. Palmer as interim presiding bishop of the Illinois Great Rivers
Conference (IGRC) as his colleague, Bishop Frank Beard was on medical leave at that
time.
 
Married for 46 years to his wife Cynthia, they are the parents of two adult children. Monica
is a public-school principal in Charlotte, North Carolina, and Aaron is a Senior Product
Owner for an interactive technology company based in Charlotte, North Carolina.
 
Cynthia Palmer is an honors graduate in religion from Duke University and a senior sales
director with Mary Kay Cosmetics. She is an outstanding student and teacher of the
Scriptures and has strong competencies in leadership development.

North Central Jurisdictional
Conference Summary
After electing 13 new bishops during their Nov. 2-5
meetings, the denomination’s five U.S.
jurisdictional conferences announced episcopal
assignments effective Jan. 1. Jurisdictional leaders
recommended electing 14 new bishops; however,
the Northeastern Jurisdictional Conference voted
to suspend its rules and delay the election of a
second bishop until the 2024 jurisdictional conference.
 
The elections bring the number of active U.S. bishops to 39, but the U.S. currently has 46
episcopal areas. Twenty United Methodist bishops in the U.S. will have retired between
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2021 and the end of this year.
 
Each jurisdiction’s college of bishops and committee on the episcopacy arrange coverage
of the remaining episcopal areas, with some assigning bishops to serve more than one
episcopal area as 16 bishops have done over the past two years with General Conference
postponed by the pandemic.

Read more...

United Methodists to Meet in Charlotte for Worldwide Conference
The Commission on the General Conference announced today that the 2024 United
Methodist General Conference will be held April 23 – May 3, 2024, at Charlotte
Convention Center in Charlotte, North Carolina.
 
“The Commission selected Charlotte as the site that best met our varied needs. We
believe that delegates and attendees will be pleased with all the city has to offer,” said Kim
Simpson, Chair of the Commission on the General Conference. “Charlotte is a part of the
Western North Carolina Annual Conference – but due to the shorter timeframe for
planning, both the Western North Carolina Conference and the North Carolina Annual
Conference will co-host the event.”
 
In making the selection, Simpson said that the Commission looked at the suitability and
capacity of meeting facilities, availability of adequate space, the proximity of hotel rooms,
accessibility and convenience of travel and costs of meeting space, lodging, meals and
airfare. Proposals from three cities were considered, but ultimately Charlotte was
determined to be the best fit.

Read more...

Partner with Fairview Food Pantry
Fairview Dayton has received a $26,000 grant from the Northwest Dayton Partnership, a
new effort of Learn to Earn Dayton. The funds, which are part of a large grant awarded by
Blue Meridian Partners, will be used to increase the capacity for the Fairview Food
Pantry. As a member of The Foodbank in Dayton, the pantry currently serves the
community two days a week and one Saturday. The grant will allow the pantry to increase
its operating hours and the number of families it can serve each month. It hopes to partner
with other UMC churches to provide volunteers and financial resources.

Remembering Rev. Valerie J. Browne...
The Rev. Valerie J. Browne, 73, of Lewisburg, passed away Nov. 3, 2022. Hers was a life
of faith, inclusion, and empowerment of others. Born Jun. 5, 1949, to Edna and Jason
Browne in Dayton, OH. Val served her community as paraprofessional counselor,
paramedic, and dispatcher; her church as choir director, educator, and youth minister; and,
as ordained pastor, her congregations at Community UMC in Brookville, Sulphur Grove
UMC in Huber Heights, and Ware's Chapel in West Manchester. Val's ministry in
retirement supported the Monroe Township Food Bank at Ware's Chapel. Val was
preceded in death by her parents. She is survived by daughters Martha (Patrick) Sonner
of Union and Jamie (R. Derrick) Fetz of Urbana; granddaughters Madeleine, Eliza, and
Mari; brothers Ronald and Dennis Browne, their families, as well as her former spouse
James D. Long. A memorial service will be held at Englewood UMC, 107 N. Walnut St. on
Sun. Nov. 13 at 2:30pm. Her family will be available for visitation at 1:30pm and during a
reception after the service. The family asks for gifts to be made to the Monroe Twp. Food
Bank or Englewood UMC in lieu of flowers.

West Ohio Chrysalis - Register Now
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What Happens At Chrysalis?
You will spend 3 days with other young people in
worship, prayer, fellowship, recreation, singing, and
discussion. You will experience the love of Christ
through the prayers and acts of service of a loving
supportive community. You will hear talks given by
youth and adults that focus on the needs of maturing
youth and that offer the message of the gospel and
that a friendship with Jesus can help you live your

faith with family, friends, church & community.

UPCOMING WEEKEND DATES
West Ohio Girls Chrysalis #71 - Jan 14-16, 2023
West Ohio Boys Chrysalis #70 - Feb 18-20, 2023

HOW DO I SIGN UP?
The Chrysalis experience begins with the prayerful invitation from a sponsor, who is
someone that has already gone through a Chrysalis or Emmaus weekend. If you, your
friend, or your family member are interested in attending, you can download a registration
form from this link West Ohio Chrysalis Application.

Time to Switch Your Online Giving Vendor
Online giving is an important tool for church stewardship and a recommended practice for
creating a culture of generosity in your church. The United Methodist Foundation of West
Ohio has negotiated a special rate for WOC churches with Vanco, the preferred vendor for
all West Ohio Conference churches wishing to offer online giving. If your church has not
yet switched to Vanco and has been using the West Ohio Conference online giving portal
for offertory gifts, please be aware that this option will end on January 31, 2023.

Since April 2020, the Conference has distributed nearly $350,000 to 107 different
churches in West Ohio as a courtesy during the pandemic. It’s time, however, for
churches to migrate their online giving to platforms designed specifically for this. Any
WOC church can access Vanco’s services at very favorable terms by contacting Vanco at
800-675-7430 or by email at sales@vanco.com. 

Please let your donors know that beginning February 1, 2023, the Conference will no
longer process online offertory giving via www.westohioumc.org. Additionally, any
recurring donations that have been set up past this date, will need to be cancelled through
the Conference treasury office by emailing Rhonda Tyree at rtyree@wocumc.org.

For more information on how to incorporate online giving into your stewardship practices,
please contact Maddy at the UMFWO at 380-223-9339 or momalley@wocumc.org.

Holiday Bazaars in the
Miami Valley District
MIV United Women in Faith have
several Holiday Bazaars coming up in
the next few weeks. Check back each
week for upcoming events. 

Resources

Advent Series Available - Free
It’s beginning to look a lot like Advent… Well

https://www.westohiochrysalis.com/_files/ugd/4d1614_9896515e5af5418eb5330ada2f6c3b59.pdf
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that may be a bit over the top, but many
churches are already starting to think about
this high holy season in the church. If you are
looking for a theme and direction for this year’s
Advent season, we’ve got you covered. 

Several years ago leaders from the Miami
Valley District met to create a full set of
resources for Advent to be used by any church
within the district that would like to utilize them.
The basis of our planning is Lectionary year C, so if you use the Revised Common
Lectionary, this should fit right into your rhythm. If you don’t use the Lectionary, no
problem. The resources work great as a cohesive set. 

You can download each section of resources separately, or you download the complete
set all in one file. Every week in the series includes worship ideas, exegetical notes,
prayers, song suggestions and more. You’ll get graphics, intro videos, bulletin covers,
social media graphics and more. 

Best part of all is this is absolutely free to your church. Checkout and download The
Ultimate Gift Series here:

https://www.miamivalleydistrict.com/district/miamivalley/advent-resources

Upcoming Events

How to Reshape Worship through Mission
 
Learn how your church can plan worship in ways that celebrate and advance God’s mission for your
church.
 
Tuesday, November 15, Noon-1 p.m. Eastern 
 
Let Mission Shape Your Worship, a webinar with Rev. Dr. Lovett H. Weems Jr., will help church leaders
continue to strengthen their worship in ways that engage evermore people with God’s love through Jesus
Christ. While mission is the church’s reason for being, worship that embodies that mission brings a power
that can unify and grow a congregation. In this one-hour webinar, Rev. Dr. Lovett H. Weems Jr. will share
with participants practical skills that can be adapted to fit individual church contexts.
 
Participants will receive webinar slides and a video recording to share with others in their congregation.
 
Registration is $35. Register now.

11th Annual Holy Spirit
Seminar:

HOLINESS

December 2, 2022 | Featuring: Carolyn Moore
Register with Early Bird rates through November 11, 2022!

Holiness at its core is about love. God himself (who is love) said that we are to be holy
because he is. From that one proclamation, we learn that holiness isn’t something we do.
It is something we are. Holiness is the very character of a loving, creative, joyful, joy-giving
God who has told us we can become loving, creative, joyful and joy-giving by sheer
proximity to him. Which means that holiness is the ultimate form of freedom. It is love for
God and love for others with abandon—the kind of love that opens our hearts to the very
heart of God.

Are you hungry for the Holiness of God? Come to the Holy Spirit Seminar for more!
Visit www.united.edu/holy-spirit-seminar to learn more, or click below to register now.
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https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001VcNi0HBYKLTr53d6v6R88heVxi-_-dAFP7E3opHPu1JAkZlGOUAQhT5k8jKnhCMaDXcEqTkf1AzECj_p_GkKepHOXlQKT-SPsftis0rri5EAfbFB2LN0smZnVH9YQG9YEsLpGjd0HhAulrLVkN3Wb7CaUBB4h7kh&c=eoE4rPXQ_dKPM6-UpVI4quL2PMHHzmMXUFV-RDWk6RL8lDtz92CCoQ==&ch=42kT2Eb7vbmhVfi3YytoqLbPxSiYg86Ap3P-OELfBJA29p1nSlFcDQ==
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Register Now

Upcoming CEU Webinars
CEU’s are available for all Leadership Clinics. Email Terri (tmcclain@wocumc.org) if you
would like to receive continuing education for any of these Clinics.

CLERGYEDUCATION.COM
Teresa Stewart - November 15 - Planning Worship for the Small Church

Wil Cantrell - November 17 - Oh no! I don’t know what to preach during Advent!

Teresa Stewart - December 6 - Building with Strengths for Small Congregations

2022-2023 Appointments
The list of pastoral appointments beginning July 1, 2022 can be accessed clicking here.
 
Please refer back to these lists as they are updated frequently.
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