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Jots From Jim...
I feel sorry for the Holy Spirit. Seriously. As I finish week 15 of being a Superintendent I
have presided over 1,000 votes being cast in local churches. I have participated in various
local, district, and conference events that almost always are wrapped in prayer. I have
been prayed over, anointed, and encouraged. And yes, there have been a few “ouchy”
moments along the way. However, I continually hear the invitation for the Holy Spirit to be
present, to guide, and to direct.
 
When the church meetings are over I have heard and seen everything from weeping of
tears to applause. It is truly a fascinating dynamic of witnessing diverse and divided
people all call for the same Holy Spirit to be present, each expecting the Holy Spirit to
guide their actions. If I was the Holy Spirit I would need a break. It’s too much.
 
I wonder if sometimes we believe the Holy Spirit showed up if “we win.” I really can’t find
any good biblical examples of Jesus only blessing the winners and not the losers. If
anything it seems like Jesus took extra effort and attention to walk alongside and be with
those who thought they had lost or been forgotten.
 
Either way I am thankful for the Holy Spirit. I have seen many examples of the action and
power of the Holy Spirit in the Valley. But as the miles and hours roll on I find myself
inspired by President Abraham Lincoln. One day he was asked which side he felt God was
on in the Civil War. He responded by saying he was less concerned about which side God
was on in the war but more concerned whether he was on the side of God.
 
Perhaps there is wisdom here for the church. I am going to start walking into church
meetings acknowledging the Holy Spirit is already present and pray that I do not do
anything to chase the Holy Spirit away. I am going to stop hoping that the Holy Spirit
allows me to win and focus more on who the Holy Spirit calls me to be.
 
I am going to give the Holy Spirit a break. I am going to stop using the Holy Spirit as a
weapon against others and start using the Holy Spirit as my comfort, guide, and
strength. Perhaps then I am able to be the person God called me to be.
 
Have a wonderful weekend of worship.
 
Jim

Bishop Palmer Calls Special Session of
the West Ohio Annual Conference
 
Paragraph 603.5 of the 2016 Book of Discipline of The
United Methodist Church outlines the provisions by
which a Special Session of the Annual Conference may
be called “by the bishop with concurrence of three-
fourths of the district superintendents.”
 
Having the unanimous concurrence of the district superintendents, I am calling a Special



Session of the West Ohio Annual Conference for Saturday, November 19, 2022 at 9:30
am for the following two purposes: 
 
·    Act on requests of status changes for clergy since July 1, 2022
 
·    Act on the requests of churches to disaffiliate under the provisions of paragraph 2553
of the Book of Discipline
 
The Clergy Session of the conference will convene at 9:30 am.
 
At 10:30 am all members (lay and clergy) of the Annual Conference will convene to act on
disaffiliation requests.
 
This Special Session be held online. Registration will be available starting October 18. 

Please join Bishop Palmer for the
rescheduled Committed, Connected, Community
Event on Monday, October 17th at 7:00 pm at New Vision
UMC,  4400 Reading Rd., Cincinnati, 45229. (Note the
change in venue.)

Join him for a time of teaching, preaching, and
testimony. All clergy and laity are welcome!

You will be notified when the Clergy Conversations with Bishop Palmer are rescheduled. Thank
you.

2023 MIV Mission Site and Project
Grants - Apply Now
The Miami Valley District would love to help fund your
mission project or mission site through a grant for 2023!
We want to hear your creative ways of reaching out in
ministry and making disciples of Jesus Christ for the
transformation of the world.  Funding is enabled by the
generosity of local churches through their district
apportionments. There is no better time to step out in
faith and pursue a new mission, or perhaps re-new a
mission! The mission site grant is offered for the organizational level and the mission
project grant is offered for specific mission opportunities within the organization. Please
read all instructions and paperwork carefully to ensure proper submission of all necessary
items. All grant requests must be received by November 1, 2022 and should be sent to
Cortney Reed (miamivalley@wocumc.org); Recipients will be notified late November or
early December. 

Find More Information Here

MIV - Regional Charge Conferences
As we enter the Fall season, we know that one of items that needs our attention is our
annual charge conferences. This is always an important time together as we elect church
officers, establish compensation packages, and review our membership rolls. My plan is to
hold regional gatherings by county with dates ranging from November 1-16. Here is the
plan so far:
 
Tuesday, November 1  Champaign County 6:30pm
Wednesday, November 2  Clark County 6:30pm
Thursday, November 3  Darke County 6:30pm
Sunday, November 6  Greene and Clinton Counties 3:00pm
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Thursday, November 10  Miami County 6:30pm
Sunday, November 13  Montgomery County (three times 3pm/4:30pm/6:00pm)
Monday, November 14  Preble County 6:30pm
Tuesday, November 15  Shelby County 6:30pm
Wednesday, November 16 Make up date - Open to all counties 6:30pm
 
We are asking each church to have their church discussions individually prior to the
regional charge conferences.

Click on the link to schedule your church's regional charge conference
now. https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e48a4a629a1f5c70-annual
 
Please complete your 2022 Charge Conference paperwork online at
www.westohioumc.org

2023 Minimum Salary Guidelines can be found here.
 
Additional instructions can be found here.

Charge Conference Forms Zoom Training Available
Completing Charge Conference paperwork can be pretty easy if you know what you are
doing! If you are new to the church or need a refresher course, sign up for one of our
zoom trainings in October. Terri McClain will be leading us through the online process.

If you sign up for the training, a zoom link will be sent to you a few days before.

Option #1
2022 Charge Conference Training | Oct 20, 2022 | 01:00 PM EST

Option #2
2022 Charge Conference Training | Oct 28, 2022 | 10:00 AM EST

Here is the link to sign up for the zoom
training: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e48a4a629a1f5c70-charge

Make Hygiene, Menstrual Kits to Help Hurricane Survivors
In the aftermath of a disaster, survivors are often left with nothing. Whether their home
was destroyed or is simply unlivable, survivors find themselves in need of basic toiletries,
such as toothbrushes and combs, band-aids and wash cloths. Women and teen girls need
menstrual supplies, which are expensive and sometimes hard to find. Right now, the
Sager Brown Depot in Louisiana is in desperate need of hygiene and menstrual kits as
they seek to provide whole communities with assistance after the devastation of Hurricane
Ian. Each kit is valued at about $14 and can be mailed to Sager Brown directly. Further
instructions are below or can be found on the UMCOR website
(https://umcmission.org/umcor-relief-supplies/).

Hygiene Kits (click here for instructions https://umcmission.org/umcor-hygiene-kit/)
Menstrual Hygiene Kits (click here for instructions https://umcmission.org/umcor-
menstrual-hygiene-kit/)
If using a delivery service, send kits to UMCOR Depot, 131 Sager Brown Rd.,
Baldwin, LA 70514
If using the U.S. Postal Service, send kits to UMCOR Depot, P.O. Box 850,
Baldwin, LA 70514

If you have questions or need more information, email mgrace@wocumc.org. 

Resources

October is Pastor Appreciation Month
No matter how humble or unassuming they may be, most people get a warm glow inside
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when someone says “thank you” for what they’ve done or expresses appreciation simply
for who they are. Clergy and others who fill pastoral roles are no exception.
 
October is Pastor (or Clergy) Appreciation Month. It is a time to say “thank you” to the
people who may be most visible as preachers and teachers, but who, in reality, are on-call
24/7. They stand with congregants and others to offer spiritual and other support in times
of confusion and transition, times of heart-wrenching sorrow and times of overwhelming
joy. They laugh, cry and pray with those whom they shepherd and serve.
 
Some staff-parish relations committees or other groups in the congregation plan ways to
honor or recognize their pastors during October. Whether or not the congregation does so
together, individuals can say “thank you.”

Click here for ideas

Preaching and Worship in Post Covid-19
Worship is communication!
The primary essence pursued by Manna Church is worship. The definition of worship at
Manna Church is “communication.” “How do we communicate with worshipers with the
Word of God?” This is where Manna Church’s worship service began.

Preaching is persuasion!
If the whole worship is communication, preaching is persuasion.
“How will we persuade those who hear our message to live according to what they hear?”
and “How will we design the overall worship service to make this persuasion possible?”
are our concerns.

· Theme : Preaching and Worship in Post Covid-19
· Date : Oct, 19th Wednesday, at 1:30 p.m - 3 p.m 
· Registration : FREE (In person - United Theological Seminary / Online) 
Registration Link : Worship & Preaching in Post-Covid 19 - United Theological Seminary

This is a dual-language event, presented in Korean with an interpreter providing
translation in English.

Click here for more information.

What is GHX? GHX is Greenhouse
Expressions
GHX is West Ohio's new incubator and training open to all
clergy and laity teams with new ideas for new ministries to
connect with people outside the walls of the church. GHX is a
new approach to revitalization, bridging your established church
to those in your community.

 
GHX is a 4-month cohort for clergy and laity teams, including:

Hands on training with West Ohio’s GHX Practitioners
Opening Retreat on November 11, 2022 at the West Ohio Conference Office, 32
Wesley Blvd, Worthington, OH from 9am - 4pm
Closing Retreat on March 3, 2023 at the West Ohio Conference Office, 32 Wesley
Blvd, Worthington, OH from 9am - 4pm
Four Zoom Coaching Calls to help you and your team develop the GHX
All are welcome! We encourage a team of 3-4 (Pastor + 2-3 Laity)
$75 per person for West Ohio churches | $100 per person for all others. Fee covers
meals, resources and coaching.

 
If you are ready to take the next step, outside the walls of the church, into your community,
register TODAY!  Link to register: https://www.westohioumc.org/ghx

Upcoming Events
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Charles E. Booth Lecture Series Conference
Effective Discipleship in a Co-Pandemic World 
October 24-26, 2022 | Virtual Conference
The Charles E. Booth Lecture Series Conference honors the life and legacy of United
Theological Seminary alumnus, the late Dr. Charles E. Booth. The series focuses on
current trends in preaching, in general, and African-American preaching in particular.
United Theological Seminary is honored to build on the foundation Dr. Booth laid when he
established the Charles E. Booth Preaching Conference in 2011. 
On October 24-26, United Theological Seminary presents the virtual 2022 Charles E.
Booth Lecture Series Conference. We are excited to welcome renowned church leaders
speaking on ministry challenges and prophetic approaches to leadership in a pandemic
culture.
Join us for a transformational time of preaching and teaching! Now

Register Now

Building an Inclusive Community Workshop October 29th
Grace United Methodist Church invites you to participate in this workshop to learn the
basics of building an inclusive community in your congregation or ministry group.

Date: Saturday, October 29th from 10am - 4pm
Location: 1001 Harvard Blvd. Dayton, OH

For inquiries please contact the facilitator Rev. Dr. Israel I. Alvaran at izzy@rmnetwork.org
or call 510-717-4894.

Click here for more information and registration Click here for more information and
registration information..

NWP – Zoom Advanced Lay Servant Ministries Course
Embracing Personal Prayer     Led by Rev. Dr. Alice Kay Lovelace
 
3 classes via zoom:
Saturday, October 22, 2022 | 1 – 4:30pm
Saturday, October 29, 2022 | 1 – 4:30pm
Saturday, November 5, 2022 | 1 – 4:30pm
 
Must attend all classes to receive certificate.
 
At the end of this course, you will be able to establish a daily practice for communicating
with God and listening for God's answers. You will find ways to come to the Lord in prayer
(singing, fasting, praying the Scriptures, praying for others, and using intercessory prayer).
You will explore the many names of Jesus and God you can use for adoration in your
prayer. You will identify your need to overcome the barriers you may now be experiencing
in your prayer life. Finally, you will be provided useful tools for structuring your prayer life
and focusing on the Lord.

Cost is $15 – books not included 
Books to purchase:

1. Embracing Personal Prayer by Pat Hogan
Leader’s Guide • DRPDF898 • 978-0-88177-898-4 • $8.00 (PDF
Only) Purchase here from UpperRoom

1. Lord, Teach Us to Pray by Margie Burger
Participant’s Book • DR570 • 978-0-88177-570-9 • $10.00 Purchase here
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from UpperRoom, Purchase here from Amazon
 
Registration Link

Relevant, Timely Trainings to Multiply Your
Impact
Multiply Minis are live, interactive trainings for ministry
leaders to break out of the norm and hear fresh ideas.
These Minis will encourage, inspire, and resource churches
with the most current topics and innovative best practices
from practitioners across West Ohio and beyond. 

Each participant willleave the 2 hour webcasts with practical,
ready-to-use tools along with “the one big thing” to take home. At each Mini, you'll also
learn about “Co-Labs”: specialized learning groups designed to help you move from
information to action. 

Multiply Minis are open and free for both clergy and lay in West Ohio. Non-West
Ohio participants can register for $20.
*Space for each Mini is limited to the first 100 participants.
*Deadline to register is the Friday before each Mini.
*CEU's are available for each Mini. See registration for details.
*All times listed are in Eastern Standard Time Zone. 
 
Developing a Discipleship Pathway to Strengthen Your Church
October 25 | 10-12EST | Matt Lake
In this Mini, United Methodist Pastor Matt Lake offers an overview of why an effective
discipleship pathway is critical for long-term sustainability. Participants will learn how your
church can create it's own customized process, leading to a culture of discipleship. While
many churches succeed in raising up volunteers in their local settings, some
congregations struggle with raising up disciples. We will explore a congregational
approach that leads to discipleship. At the conclusion of this Mini, participants will have the
option to opt-in for more training.

This clinic is free for West Ohio participants. Non-West Ohio participants can register for
$20.
REGISTER HERE
 
Reimagining the Church in the Wild: Rural Church Renewal for the 21st
Century
November 10 | 10-12EST | Rev. Tyler Kleeberger
As the landscape of churches continues to change, what should the rural church look like?
Can rural congregations struggling to survive find hope and new life? Even further, can
healthy rural churches actually catalyze a different future for their declining communities
and, possibly, the world?

Rural churches may be primed to help lead the church into its future. From the historical
role of rural churches in the frontier to the model of the early church and the sociological
role of rural communities, the rural church has a tradition and assets to not only revitalize
congregations, but the places those congregations call home. 

The hope of the church in our changing world may just come from these communities that
capture the essence of the church's mission since its origins: to be the guiding hand to the
life of the places they are. This webinar will help you engage with how small towns have
changed and generate ideas for how to approach rural church participation and leadership
for the global mission of the church.

Join this workshop that will explore:
·   The current state of rural places in light of our current cultural and ecclesiological shifts.
·   The history of rural churches and the principles that can still be used today.
·   Practical considerations for missional and contextual forms of ministry in rural churches.
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This clinic is free for West Ohio participants. Non-West Ohio participants can register for
$20. Register by October 10, 2022 to receive a free copy of Tyler's new book mailed
directly to you, while supplies last.
REGISTER HERE

11th Annual Holy
Spirit Seminar:

HOLINESS
December 2, 2022 | Featuring: Carolyn Moore

Register with Early Bird rates through November 4, 2022!
Holiness at its core is about love. God himself (who is love) said that we are to be holy
because he is. From that one proclamation, we learn that holiness isn’t something we do.
It is something we are. Holiness is the very character of a loving, creative, joyful, joy-giving
God who has told us we can become loving, creative, joyful and joy-giving by sheer
proximity to him. Which means that holiness is the ultimate form of freedom. It is love for
God and love for others with abandon—the kind of love that opens our hearts to the very
heart of God.

Are you hungry for the Holiness of God? Come to the Holy Spirit Seminar for more!
Visit www.united.edu/holy-spirit-seminar to learn more, or click below to register now.

Register Now

Upcoming CEU Webinars
CEU’s are available for all Leadership Clinics. Email Terri (tmcclain@wocumc.org) if you
would like to receive continuing education for any of these Clinics.

November 17 | 10-12 EST | Pastor Rich Villodas | Author/Pastor
New Life Fellowship | Queens, NY
Clinic Training Topic | “Good and Beautiful and Kind: Becoming Whole in a Fractured World” 

Rich Villodas is the author of The Deeply Formed Life, winner of the Christianity
Today Book Award, and the lead pastor of New Life Fellowship, a large, multiracial church
with more than seventy-five countries represented in Elmhurst, Queens. Prior to becoming
planting pastor Peter Scazzero’s successor in 2013, Rich led New Life’s small group
ministry and also served as preaching pastor. Rich has a bachelor of arts in pastoral
ministry and a master of divinity. He enjoys reading widely. He also loves preaching and
writing on contemplative spirituality, justice-related issues, and the art of preaching. His
newest release, “Good and Beautiful and Kind: Becoming Whole in a Fractured World” is
available wherever books are sold. (All 3-pack registrations will include Rich's latest book
for free!) He and his wife, Rosie, have two children, Karis and Nathan.

Click here to register for Bishop Palmer's November Clinic with Pastor Rich Villodas only
Individual Session Pricing: Ohio Leaders: $30 | Non-Ohio Leaders: $40

CLERGYEDUCATION.COM
Dr. Rodney Smothers • October 27 •  Building a Leadership Network

Dan Pezet • October 25 • Moving From People-Pleasing to Vision-Driven as a Pastor
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Olu Brown • November 3 • Preaching During Advent: Offering Hope

Kevin Slimp • November 9 • Effective Communication to Grow Your Church (brand new
material)

Teresa Stewart • November 15 • Planning Worship for the Small Church

Wil Cantrell • November 17 • Oh no! I don’t know what to preach during Advent!

Clubhouse Executive Director Position
Clubhouse is a Christian faith-based after school and summer tutoring program.
Clubhouse seeks to develop teen leaders by empowering them to tutor and mentor
children with limited opportunities. The Executive Director will play the leading role in the
management of The Clubhouse Program. The Executive Director is responsible for
overseeing the administration, programs and strategic planning for the organization. Other
key duties include marketing, networking with potential donors, and community outreach.
The position reports directly to the Dream Builders Group Board of Directors.

Full time. Paid vacation. Salary $50,000 - $60,000/yr. Health Insurance. Dental and Vision
Insurance. Retirement Plan https://dreambuildersgroup.org/  6759 S. County Road Tipp
City, OH 45371

Interested candidates can send a cover letter and resume to: Cheryl
Bender cbender@ginghamsburg.org 937-667-1069 

Full Job Description Here

2022-2023 Appointments
The list of pastoral appointments beginning July 1, 2022 can be accessed clicking here.
 
Please refer back to these lists as they are updated frequently.
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